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INTRODUCTION

The Person. Joel (Jehovah is God), is distinguished from others of that name as "the son of Pethuel." This is the only direct notice of him; all other incidents must be gathered from his prophecy. He was commissioned to Judah, probably lived in Jerusalem, for he was familiar with the temple, priests, and ordinances of worship.

The Time. Nowhere expressly stated and cannot be fixed with certainty. He makes no allusion to idolatry. The temple service seems to be flourishing, and the only enemies mentioned are the Phœnicians and Philistines, the Edomites and Egyptians. Amos alludes to the words of Joel, which must have therefore been written and known before that time. He was probably the earliest of the prophets, and delivered his predictions in the early days of Joash, king of Judah, B. C. 870-865. His style belongs to an early date, and the time agrees with the state of things under Jehoiada, the high priest who placed Joash on the throne (2Ki ; 2Ki 12:2-16; 2Ch 24:4-14).

The Book. The order of O. T. books not arranged according to date, but for convenience. Joel is free from local circumstances, political and geographical allusions. Its style is animated and finished, proves the prophet to be an accomplished man. "He has no abrupt transitions, is everywhere connected, and finishes whatever he takes up. In description he is graphic and perspicuous, in arrangement lucid, in imagery original, copious, and varied." He was accustomed to think clearly and speak logically. Ewald says that "he was in early times the highest model, so that his successors all followed his elevated precedent." He had an eye for the beautiful in nature, and in love with its wondrous scenes. He watched the ways of insects and read the lessons of the stars. Like Christ, he saw the image of the invisible God in creation, and taught us ever to reveal it in our ministry. Its contents most easily and naturally divided into two parts. Part First. Lessons of Providence; devastation by locusts; general drought and summons to repentance (chap. 1-). The description was held to be too terrible for locusts. But naturalists and travellers have confirmed its truth, and we have no need to imagine armies or invasions to account for the destruction. "Where they swarm and descend, all vegetation instantly vanishes; they spare neither bark nor root, much less leaf and flower. They darken the air, so that the sun and even men at a little distance become invisible. They advance in a close military array, which yields to no obstacle of stream or fire. As they advance a peculiar roaring noise is heard, like that of a torrent or waterfall." No sooner do they settle to eat, than, as Volney puts it, the grating sound of their mandibles reminds one of the foraging of an invisible army. In these calamities the prophet saw the providence of God, and a reason for national humiliation. Hence the moral lessons from these natural events. Part Second. Lessons for the future; deliverance from judgment and promise of fertile seasons to Israel; the day of the Lord introduced by the outpouring of the Spirit; a day of destruction to all enemies, but to the Church a day of salvation (chap. Joe 2:19-23). Joel is the prophet of judgment, the prophet of repentance, and the prophet of hope. His truths are spiritual, relate to all times, and belong to all individuals. There is a dreadful judgment before men; but they need not despair. God will save them if they repent and believe. But how is repentance possible? The Holy Spirit will bestow it and aid us to live to God. This relation deepens our responsibility before our Judge. Grace is offered, a renewed life is possible, and if we use our privileges aright, the day of judgment will be to us a day of deliverance and blessedness. Thus these doctrines form an inseparable whole; revealing God in nature and grace, predicting the Saviour, giving the Holy Spirit, and offering eternal glory to all.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-7
CRITICAL NOTES.] The prophecy opens with lamentation over the land, made desolate by successive swarms of locusts. Joe contain the spirited introduction. Old men] are called upon to note the unusual course of nature. Inhabitants] of Judah, whatever part they occupy, and whatever calamities they have witnessed, are asked to say if in their own, or in the days of their fathers, there had ever been a calamity so sweeping and so terrible. Children] must be impressed with a sense of national disaster, and admonished by the providence of God (Exo 13:8; Jos 4:6-7; Psa 78:6; Psa 78:8; Joe 1:4). The four names of the locusts have been thought to be four different species indicated by the etymology of the words, the gnawer (gâzâm); the multiplier (‘arbeh); the licker (yeleq); the devourer (châzîl). Some critics say that four is the symbol of universality. 

Joe . Drunkards] An appeal to different classes. Wine-bibbers indulging in their favourite liquor must be roused from stupor to "weep and howl," though usually jolly in national calamity. 

Joe . A nation] Lit. some; four successive empires; symbolically others. The epithets describe their number and savage hostility. 

Joe . Vine] and fig-trees, common and greatly valued in the days of Solomon (1Ki 4:25), now destroyed. 

HOMILETICS

GOD'S MESSAGE DEMANDS EARNEST ATTENTION.—Joe 
Since the establishment of the kingdom Judah had seen partial and temporary judgments, but none that threatened such destruction as this fearful plague of locusts. Hence the prophet calls attention to it, and urges them to consider its design and transmit its record to posterity. Generations to come must know the judgments of God.

I. The message. "Hear this," recorded in Joe . The visitation is unparalleled and never to be forgotten in history. 

1. It was terrible. Not a mere visit of flying insects, but a succession, plague was to succeed plague, each more destructive than its predecessor. In ordinary providences God testifies against sin. But some ages and churches are made warnings to all generations by the justice of God. God's penal resources are unlimited, and great as afflictions may have been in the past, the future may bring upon guilty sinners greater still. "Why should ye be stricken any more?" 

2. It was unprecedented. "Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers?" Old men who could remember events years ago, accustomed to extraordinary things in nature, had never seen anything like this Even in the days of their fathers, in the records of the nation, was there any judgment so terrible in its consequences. Neither the present nor the past generations had known such a calamity. The plague of Egypt lasted only a few days and consisted of few insects; but for multitude and mischief, this was unprecedented. "Very grievous were they; before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be such." 

3. It was ever to be remembered. "Tell ye your children of it," &c. Four generations were to note it. "This shall be written for the generation to come." National disasters live in the records of the past, and present calamities are to be fixed in the memories of the future. Greece and Rome, France and England, have each their record written in bitter experience. Woe is pronounced upon those who "regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of his hands" (Isa ). 

II. The hearers. This calamity was so striking that the attention of the present and all future generations is directed to it. 

1. Old men. "Hear this, ye old man." "Days should speak and multitude of years should teach wisdom," and none are too old to learn. Men of the greatest age and ripest experience have more to learn in life, especially if their lot has fallen in grievous times. If our stock of knowledge be not increasing it is wasting. All should hear the voice of judgments. "A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels." 

2. All the inhabitants of the land. Lest any should escape, all the people are urged to give earnest attention. What concerns one concerns all. None like to hear evil tidings, but they must be pressed upon men sometimes. When God speaks, when vital interests are at stake, all should hear. "Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world." 

3. Children of another generation. God's dealings with the present age have a relation to the future. The events of one nation are lessons to all nations. Whatever concerns humanity concerns all men. Generation must declare to generation the wonders of God's love and the might of his judgments. Our woes must be warnings to posterity, and our corrections their instructions (1Co ). If the memory of God's love does not stir up to gratitude, the memory of woe must entreat them to repentance. "Take heed to thyself, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen; but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons" (Deu 4:9; Deu 6:6-7; Deu 11:19). 

III. The purpose. The present generation must hear and the future be taught for a wise purpose. People are negligent, persist in sin, and bring punishment upon themselves. Hence they must be taught,—

1. That God watches over men's conduct. This fact is constantly impressed upon our minds by God's ways in providence and in creation. Men cannot sin and defy the visitations of God with impunity. Our children may learn this lesson, future generations may read it in our history without our experience. 

2. That God directs the events of history. All events are under his control and are overruled for the fulfilment of his will. Yet men "regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands" (Psa ). Israel forgot God in his dealings with them. Even at the Red Sea, amid the greatest displays of mercy and judgment, they could not discern him (Psa 88:11; Psa 106:13). 

3. That God warns men of their danger. Those who forget God's works are in great danger, and have need of Divine teaching. Israel was a favoured nation, a standing testimony of God's truth and existence to idolatrous peoples. Israel's sufferings were a warning to all nations to avoid Israel's guilt. God designs to educate the world in the knowledge of his love and power. The lessons are given to one man to relate to another, written in the experience of one age that another may be impressed; "that they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . It is a mercy that God reveals his word to the Church, when he is about to inflict punishment upon it. This word is not to be sought in wild fanatic spirits, but in chosen servants of God. The word of the Lord that came to Joel.

Individuality merged in Divine commission. Little known of the birth, life, and deeds of Joel. Some known by personal service rather than personal history—David's mighty men. Others content to live and act in obscurity, and wish to be known only by efforts to save the souls of men.

Joe . Hear God's word addressed to all classes. 

1. The common dangers of men. 

2. The common needs of men. 

3. The common privileges of men. Take heed how ye hear.

Joe . Tell your children. Parental duty. 

1. A necessary duty. 

2. A personal duty. 

3. A solemn duty. 

4. A duty commanded by God (Deu ). As far as life and means permit we must prepare for the instruction of the future youth, and transmit the doings of God by succeeding families. The word of God is for this and every age. The doctrines of that word are not effete, but adapted to our wants, and will exert an influence as long as the race shall last.

1. God's word explains God's providence, that we may know the author, cause, and design of our affliction. 

2. What we learn in the school of providence we should transmit to posterity. "That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children" (Psa ).

I. What is to be told? This, i.e. the judgments of God upon Israel. II. To whom are they to be made known? (a) Your children. (b) Their children, and (c) Another generation. Four generations are to keep up the remembrance. III. How are they to be known? "Tell, Heb. Cipher them up diligently, after the manner of arithmeticians; reckon up the several years with the several calamities thereof to your children and nephews, that they may hear and fear, and do no more so" (Deu ).

Family Religion. I. The fathers' knowledge the children's heritage. II. The fathers' fall the children's preservation [Treasury of David].

HOMILETICS

NATIONAL CALAMITIES.—Joe ; Joe 1:6-7
These verses set forth that terrible calamity which was coming upon a land which God once protected and blessed, but which was devastated by a nation of savage and innumerable hosts.

I. Calamities by diminutive creatures. In one sense nothing is insignificant in the hands of God. "A fly with God's message could choke a king," says Jeremy Taylor. Armed with his vengeance, the meanest creatures become the mightiest. In the East so proverbial is the power of the locusts, that the insects are made to say to Mahomet, "We are the army of the great God; we produce ninety-nine eggs; if the hundred were completed we should consume the whole earth and all that is in it." "In every stage of their existence," says Dr Thompson, "these locusts give a most impressive view of the power of God to punish a wicked world." All creatures are under God's control. The lion from the forest and the wind from heaven do his bidding. Hosts of angels and swarms of insects can punish a guilty people. 

II. Calamities in dreadful succession. Whatever time intervened, calamity followed calamity, each destructive, but all together most terrible in their consequences. Travellers tell us that swarm succeeds swarm, darken the sun, extend hundreds of miles, and devour every green thing. Volney says that "the quantity of these insects is a thing incredible to any one who has not seen it himself." The judgments of God are often linked together like a chain, each one drawing on the other. Yet, says one, "at each link of the lengthening chain, allowing space and time for repentance to break it through." If men like Pharaoh harden their hearts they will be destroyed. "By executing thy judgments upon them by little and little thou gavest them place of repentance, not being ignorant that they were a naughty generation" (Wis ). 

III. Calamities most destructive. 

1. Fierce as a lion. "Whose teeth are the teeth of a lion," &c. Nothing can resist their bite. "They gnaw even the doors of houses," says Pliny. The sharp and prominent eye-teeth of the lion and lioness are ascribed to them. "They appear to be created for a scourge," says a traveller, "since to strength incredible for so small a creature they add saw-like teeth, admirably calculated to eat up all the herbs in the land." 

2. Destructive to all vegetation. One feature is presented after another in a way to rouse attention. (a) All tender herbs were destroyed. What was left by the palmer-worm was eaten by the locust; "and that which the locust hath left hath the canker-worm eaten; and that which the canker-worm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten." (b) Choice fruit trees, such as vines and fig-trees, were destroyed. The vine is most prominent as the more noble and valuable tree. It flourished from time immemorial, was most fruitful, and a source of wealth to the people. These were the trees of Judea, and to have them destroyed was a calamity not common to a people whose common drink was wine. (c) Desolation was extreme. Young shoots and even the bark of trees were not spared. Drooping vines and injured fig-trees, with their leafless branches and peeled bark, were effects of wasting plagues for many years. This picture is not exaggerated in the least. It is fearfully accurate, and an awful symbol of the desolation of churches and nations caused by sin. The Christian Church is God's vineyard. If it yields not fruit, it may be laid waste. Prevailing sins will be visited by corresponding judgments. How great must be that guilt which leads God to punish his own land! "I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come up briars and thorns."

A SOLEMN WARNING TO DRUNKARDS.—Joe 
All classes are called upon to repent. The wine-bibbers are to wake up to a recognition of the hand of God, to "weep and wail," for the judgment has touched what they most love. Drunkenness is the greatest curse of this land, and the greatest hindrance to the gospel. In a community educated, wise, and pious, it is a source of powerful mischief; but among the masses of mankind, governed by appetite and not intelligence, it has been terribly destructive.

I. Drunkards frustrate the design of nature. Whatever produce of the earth is fit for food is placed at man's disposal. He should co-operate with God in the laws of providence, for the growth and increase of this food. All waste in nature is condemnable. Yet the sole end for which some cultivate the fig-tree and the vine, the garden and the farm, is selfish indulgence. Nature's gifts are abused, and the benevolent design of God is nullified and reversed. Drunkards virtually say concerning fruit and grain, "To me they shall not be for meat." 

II. Drunkards render themselves insensible to danger. "Awake, ye drunkards." All sin stupefies; but drunkenness intoxicates the mind, lulls the conscience, hardens the heart, and turns into society a sordid, selfish animal. This delirium is the most solemn feature of the case. The victim having lost all sensibility and will, has no power to awake, and sleeps quietly like one "lying down in the midst of the sea, or upon the top of the mast." The senses even seem stupefied. He may be "stricken and beaten," but he feels it not (Pro ), more senseless than the brute who satisfies nature, not lust; he is lost to shame, enslaved by appetite, and seeks relief from temporary awakening, by yielding himself again to his ruinous sin. "When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again."—

With ceaseless, ravenous, and remorseless rage,

By day and night—on Sabbath and on work day,

The monster feeds and feasts and fattens on its prey.

III. Drunkards will be roused from sottish slumber. "For it is cut off from your mouth." Locusts were to destroy the vines, the grapes would cease to grow, and the sweetness and strength "of the new wine" would be taken from them. "Take away my wine, you take away my life," said one. God will deprive men of idolized indulgence, and force them to "weep and howl" by his judgments. The more inordinately they lust, the more pinching will be their distress. "A wilful waste will bring a woeful want." If temporal sufferings do not rouse the drunkard, the epicure, and the sensualist to a sense of their sin and danger, what must be their feelings when weeping and howling will be without hope and intermission? Let weeping for things temporal beget care not to lose things eternal. "For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red: it is full of mixture; and he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth shall wring them out, and drink them."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Joe . The Jewish theocracy is passed away, but God is still the moral governor of the world; and in perfect harmony with the principles of the New Testament, which teach us not to pronounce a man to be a sinner above other men, because on him the tower of Siloam falls, we may interpret the prevalence of natural evils in any country as meant by God to call the attention of the people to those moral evils which abound amongst them. So that if untimely weather come, or malignant diseases come, or any form of calamity come;—if people ask one another, "Hath this been in your days, or even in the days of your fathers? Did you ever know such a season, such weather, such sickness, or such death?"—it is only the province of religious duty to look on such things as the working out of great laws, of moral righteousness;—to recognize man's sin as the awful fact lying under what man calls his misfortunes, and by timely repentance to secure forgiveness; and thus turn the visitation into a blessed chastisement [Stoughton].

Joe ; Joe 1:6-7. Locusts. The insect that destroyed all the peach-trees in St. Helena was imported from the Cape, says Kirby and Spence. "We know," says Burke, "that a swarm of locusts, however individually despicable, can render a country more desolate than Gengis Khan or Tamerlane. When God Almighty chose to humble the pride and presumption of Pharaoh and bring him to shame, he did not effect his purpose with tigers and lions. He sent lice, mice, frogs, and everything loathsome and contemptible, to pollute and destroy the country."

Joe . Drunkards. Be sober in diet. Nature is content with a little; but where sobriety wanteth, nothing is enough. The body must have sufficient lest it faint in necessary duties; but beware of gluttony and drunkenness. Christ saith, "Take heed, overload not your hearts with these burdens of excess." "Be not drunken with wine." These lessons are fit for England, where ancient sobriety hath given place to superfluity, where many such men are as fare daintily day by day. God grant their end be not like his, who riotously wasting here the creatures of God, wanted afterwards a drop of water when he would gladly have had it [Sandys].



Verses 8-10
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . A virgin] The impersonated nation to lament with the sorrow and despair of a young girl, whose hopes have been blighted, and her beloved taken away by a stroke (Eze 16:8). 

Joe .] The cessation of temple service would be the greatest sorrow, and would impress the nation with a sense of Divine displeasure. Cut off] by locusts, who have eaten up the vine, the olive, and the wheat, for sacrificial use. Priests] lost not merely subsistence, but appointed offerings to Jehovah. 

Joe . The field] Nature sympathizing in the woes of men; the open uninclosed country and the land, Heb. rich red soil, fenced and cultivated, feel the loss. 

NATIONAL LAMENTATION.—Joe 
The second appeal is to the impersonated nation, clothed in sackcloth, and weeping for her lord, which death has taken away. The land is desolated, public worship is interrupted, and the temple forsaken by God and man. The nation's hope is cut off, and she is left as "a virgin" to lament in passionate grief and utter despair.

I. The character of this lamentation. "Like a virgin girded with sackcloth for the husband of her youth." Between young persons that are married or about to be married there is great love, and therefore great grief when separated by death. Virgin love is purest and most sincere. "She must weep or she will die." The affections in youth are strongest and most capable of resentment. "I remember thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals" (Jer ; Isa 62:5). The Church unfaithful to her Lord and Master, the professor who gives his heart to the world, will lose the protection and blessings of Christ, our Divine Head and Redeemer. The more wedded to the creatures the more bitter their loss. It is not mere conventional grief that God commands, but that of one who has lost all joy and who clothes herself with penitence—

Give sorrow words; the grief that does not speak

Whispers the o'er-fraught heart, and bids it break [Shakespere].

II. The reason of this lamentation. 

1. The land is devastated. "The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted." The cultivated and the open lands were unproductive. The luxuries and the necessities, the corn and the wine: bread that strengthens man's heart, wine that maketh glad the heart, and oil to make his face to shine, were all taken away (Psa ). Nature shouts and sings for joy under the benediction of God (Psa 65:13); the valleys are covered with corn and all is vocal with praise. But under man's sin creation mourns in sorrow and casts off its beauty and fruitfulness; "groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now" (Rom 8:22). "How long shall the land mourn and the herbs of every field wither, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein" (Jer 12:4)? 

2. The temple was forsaken. The locusts devoured the vine, the olive, and everything that constituted the meat and drink offerings in the house of God. (a) Forsaken by God; for God was supposed to have forsaken the temple when the altar was not duly furnished. He was offended at the nation, and could not dwell with a sinful people. (b) Forsaken by men. The priests could no longer present the accustomed offerings. Public worship was suspended. The temple is the residence of God. Divine worship must be kept up in due order and regular time. On the continuance of our morning and evening service depends the continuance of God's presence with us. Suspend the one, we suspend the other. Terrible must be that scourge which robs us of the benefits of Divine ordinances, and drives God from his own temple; when "joy and gladness are cut off from the house of the Lord." 

III. The extent of this lamentation. 

1. The priests mourned. "The priests, the Lord's ministers, mourn." Some would spiritually lament the suspension of God's offerings. True ministers feel deeply the ungodliness of men; set the first example of penitence and confession; and mourn greatly interrupted fellowship with God. Others mourn naturally for the loss of their perquisites and the means of self-indulgence. When the house of God is forsaken and holy communions become rare, the ministers of the sanctuary should mourn. 

2. The nation mourned. Priest and people, rich and poor, were to lament the judgments that had fallen upon them. Vegetation had languished, the land was ravaged, and the temple forsaken. Judea was to lament like a virgin, and all were to bow to the dust in sackcloth and ashes. "In that day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . Poverty and Religion. 

1. Poverty the result of sin. 

2. Poverty bringing Divine judgments. 

3. Poverty prejudicial to public worship. "Want of means of livelihood must exert a very prejudicial influence on the public service of God. Under the old economy there would be of necessity a failure of tithes and offerings. So now, when people have a hard and constant struggle for the bare means of subsistence, they will be far behind others in knowledge of the truth, in the proper training of children, and in mutual love [Lange].

Joe . What reason we have to praise God for bountiful seasons, and for his goodness in filling our hearts with food and gladness! But cleave not too closely to temporal blessings, which may be cut off by judgment, and taken suddenly away. God takes from an ungodly people the means of gratifying their lusts, and will bring them to repentance by deep afflictions. The prosperity of the Church depends not on a grand ceremonial, or crowds of admiring devotees, or the countenance of the State, however desirable these things may be, but only on the favour of God, whose blessing and whose Spirit will be withdrawn, if we defile his sanctuary with superstitious rites [Robinson.]

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Joe . When we bear in mind that in spite of the help given them from this country one fourth part of the people of Ireland died in one year (1847) through the failure of a single article of food, we may have some idea of the distress of successive years. Not all the vast wealth of England would restore the withered joy that would result from the failure of the harvest and the destruction of herbs for a single year. The blight of a fly might consume cereal crops and prove more terrible than destructive war.



Verse 11-12
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe .] The third appeal to husbandmen and vinedressers. Wheat and barley destroyed before their eyes; vines languish and choice fruit-trees perish. 

Joe . Joy] The joy of harvest withered away (Psa 4:7; Isa 9:3). 

HOMILETICS

DISAPPOINTED HUSBANDMEN.—Joe 
The next picture is a group of husbandmen and vine-dressers, pale and sick in disappointed toils. Wheat and barley the most important field crops; the vine, fig, and pomegranate, the choice fruit-trees of the land, were destroyed. The datepalm, "which has neither a fresh green rind, nor tender juicy leaves, and therefore not easily injured by the locusts," and all other trees wither away. Joy is turned into shame, labour is lost, and mourning results.

I. Wasted labour. "The harvest of the field is perished." The husbandman ploughs, sows, and labours in hope. He waits "for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain." Between seed-time and harvest there is a time of trial, an opportunity for faith. In all true labour we must expect fruit, and receive it as the precious gift of God. But unsuccessful labour will shame our skill and faith, and confound our hopes. Sin will prevent results, and God will blight our harvests. 

1. Husbandmen will be disappointed in anticipation. 

2. Vine-dressers will be robbed of choice fruits. "The ground was chapt, for there was no rain in the earth, the plowmen were ashamed, they covered their heads" (Jer ). 

II. Withered joy. "Because joy is withered away." The loss of harvest is the withering of joy and enjoyments. 

1. The joy of men is withered. "Withered away from the sons of men." The joy that depends upon the creature is uncertain and unsatisfactory. Those that place happiness in the delights of sense may be deprived of them. Wine and oil may delight, but not satisfy; they have their vacuity and indigence. All outward comforts sooner cloy than cheer, and weary than fill. Christ in the heart is better than harvests in the barn and wine in the vat. "It is better," says one, "to feel God's favour one hour in our repenting souls, than to sit whole ages under the warmest sunshine that this world affordeth." "Nature's common joys are common cheats." 

2. The joy of nature is withered. Joel again declares the sympathy of nature with man. "The trees of the field are withered, because (for) joy," &c., as if it were impossible for the natural world to rejoice when the hearts of men were sad and sinful. Poets in all ages have taught "that one life beats throughout the universe, revealing itself in subtle and manifold interchanges of sympathy; that therefore Nature feels with her foster-child man, rejoicing when he rejoices, weeping when he weeps." Scripture shows that sin may turn a paradise into a wilderness, and "a fruitful land into barrenness, for the wickedness of them that dwell therein" (Psa ). What a picture of demoralization, sensuality, and judgment in the language of Isaiah! "All the merry-hearted do sigh. There is a crying for wine in the streets, all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone."



Verse 13-14
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe .] A summons to repentance. Priests] first; they have been negligent, and must set the example of penitence. Sackcloth] Outward garments must indicate inward grief (Isa 32:11; Jer 4:8). 

Joe . Sanctify] Set apart, hallow days of fasting. Solemn assem.] Lit. proclaim a restraint, i.e. let young and old cease manual labour to fast and pray (2Ch 20:3-13). Elders] in office and age. Cry] Not a mere formal fast, but intense and earnest prayer for mercy and help. 

MINISTERS OF THE SANCTUARY AN EXAMPLE OF PENITENCE AND PIETY IN THE DAY OF CALAMITY.—Joe 
The fourth call is to priests of the temple, who are first to humble themselves in private as a preparation for public confession. A fast must be appointed, and they must lead the princes and people in solemn prayer before Almighty God. When judgment begins at the house of God, penitence should begin also, for priests are often the first and greatest cause of sorrow.

I. They must mourn for sin. "Lament" and howl. In all true penitence there will be a due sense of guilt. Physical evil may cause sorrow, the destruction of vegetation and vineyards may create lamentation; but moral evil compels us to feel guilty; and justice cries for punishment. 

1. Mourn in sackcloth. "Gird yourselves." Outward garments are of no avail without inward contrition. We must rend our hearts, not our garments. Yet by outward acts we must incite others, testify our abject condition before God, and renounce all carnal customs and delights. "For this gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl; for the fierce anger of the Lord is not turned back from us." 

2. Mourn continually. "Come, lie all night in sackcloth." Day and night was the temple service. So there must not be occasional grief, but lamentation without intermission. Guilt often disturbs the sleep of night, and men lie not at ease, but in sorrow. Instead of going to rest and employing the night in Psalmody, many have more reason to confess their sins and deprecate the wrath of God. "All the night make I my bed to swim: I water my couch with tears." 

3. Mourn with others. All classes, the princes, and elders, and all the people, were to mourn universally. Chiefs in authority, and elders in sanctity and grey hairs, were to form one band and lament with one heart and voice. The example of old men must stimulate the young to repentance; and the authority of priests must urge others to the fear and worship of God. All had contributed to national guilt, all were equally exposed, and all must join together in national humiliation. The more public and prevalent, the more pleasing and acceptable to God is national sorrow. "Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God and wept, and sat there before the Lord" (Jud ; 2Ch 30:3; Jon 3:5; Jon 3:7-8). 

II. They must sanctify a fast. "Sanctify ye a fast." 

1. Universal cessation from labour. The day must be fixed, set apart and solemnly observed. "Proclaim a restraint," let manual labour cease, and hallow the fast with acts of devotion and fruits meet for repentance. No servile work must be done, the time must be consecrated, like the Sabbath, not to eating, and drinking, and seeking pleasure, but to supplication and obedience. 

2. Universal worship. The elders and all the inhabitants were to assemble in the house of God. England did well to observe a day of thanksgiving for the restoration of the Prince of Wales. What a spectacle to continental nations! Fasting without devotion was only a form of sorrow. Festive joys must give place to religious worship. Fasting must be connected with the mortification of the flesh, the contrition of the spirit, and humiliation in the house of God. Here all were commanded to repair to confess their guilt and obey their laws. The house of God is the house of prayer; the place in which he has put his name, and the centre of Divine influence and Christian friendship. Here the world loses its charms, trials are forgotten, the mind is elevated, and sympathies "meet and mingle into bliss." "I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually" (1Ki ). "What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy people Israel, in this house. Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place" (1Ki 8:38; 2Ch 6:33). 

3. Universal supplication. "And cry unto the Lord." (a) Supplication must be united. All must not merely be present, but all must join together in prayer. Attendance must be devout, the time must be spent before God, not in gazing at men. United prayer has power with God and influence upon men. It is thus that heaven is taken by violence and national calamities averted. (b) Supplication must be earnest. "Cry unto the Lord." It is not a listless, irreverent prayer, but a loud earnest cry. No formal customary supplication will suffice; the distress is great, the routine of life and worship must be disregarded, and the "cry" must be with impassioned earnestness and repetition. Cold prayers are a mockery and never climb to heaven. "So long as the light shines bright and the fires of devotion and desires flame out," says Jeremy Taylor, "so long the mind of a man stands close to the altar and waits upon the sacrifice; but as the fires die and desires decay, so the mind steals away and walks abroad." We are taken from the fields to the sanctuary in this picture. A train of priests, clothed in sackcloth and worn with vigils, stand between the porch and the altar, weeping and making supplication to God; a large assembly, led by the elders, gather round them, bend their heads in passionate grief, and unite in earnest cry for mercy and deliverance. Priest and peasant, kings and princes, old and young, bow in confession, petition, and humiliation before their Maker, and thus own their dependence and set an example to others. "Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spare thy people, O Lord."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Joe . Ministers. A country parson fighting against the devil in his parish has nobler ideas than Alexander had [Adam]. Example works more than precept; for words without practice are but counsels without effect. But when we do as we say, we illustrate and confirm the rule which we prescribe. "Men believe more by the eyes than by the ears," says Seneca.



Verse 15
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . The day] of anger (Isa 13:9) and ill omen; evil in itself, and foreshadowing greater evils; a transition from invading locusts to the day of judgment upon all ungodly men. Present calamities are clothed in greater terror when regarded as a type of the last judgment. Joel would have the people thus to regard them. Hence present suffering should quicken to penitence and faith. Destruction] An aspect of the last day seen now. 

THE TERRIBLE DAY.—Joe 
The prophet urges them to repentance by fresh motives and more calamities. Judgments had fallen upon the city and the field, in the temple and the vineyard. Hints are now given at the truths typified by the plagues. Trouble is not only at a distance but near. So great is this trouble that men will cry, "Alas for the day!"

I. This day is a day of terror. 

1. On account of the evils which attend it. (a) The chastisement of God's people for their sins. What can people expect but desolating strokes when they continue to sin? "In the day of adversity consider." (b) The destruction of sinners for their guilt. All the enemies of God's kingdom will be destroyed. "Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate, and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it" (Isa ; Isa 13:9). (c) The desolation of the land (Joe 1:10-12). 

2. On account of the evils which it predicts. "As a destruction from the Almighty shall it come." In every judgment almighty power is seen. This aspect of the day was seen in present events. Vegetation was consumed, and the face of nature blackened by fire; flocks and herds roamed disconsolate over wasted fields; food was cut off before the eyes of the people, and joy and gladness departed from the house of God. But present calamities predicted greater evils to come—evils beyond description, displays of power never seen before. "Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it; it is even the time of Jacob's trouble" (Jer ). 

II. This day is near. "The day of the Lord is at hand." Sinners put evil days far away, and think they will not come. "Evil tidings to-morrow," said one in festive joy. The word of God declares that they are present and pressing—that it is folly to delay repentance, and that judgments may fall suddenly upon men to overwhelm them (Ecc ; Isa 28:15). The antediluvians disregarded the warnings of Noah, and were swept away by the flood. Men now cry, "Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation." Some put off the day in a sort of philosophic argument. "The course of nature has remained the same for ages, and therefore not likely to change." Others live in stolid indifference, quench their forebodings of evil, and deceive themselves by lies. Alas, some change the threatened vengeance into mirthful jest, and ridicule the devout anticipations of the godly. "The Lord of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of." 

III. This day should be regarded by men. Destruction from the Almighty shall come. There is no uncertainty, no delay. In this light the prophet regarded and desired the people to regard the day. Present adversity should quicken us to a profound sense of the moral government of God, to continual recognition of his purpose in life, and to live so that we may escape the dangers of that eventful day. Heed not the sneering infidelity of the times. Go to your beds to-night, enter upon your duties to-morrow, as in sight of the judgment-seat. Live daily under the powers of the world to come. Grow in love for the appearing of Christ. The promise will not fail. "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.'

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT.

I. The day of judgment written in the convictions of men. Natural theology teaches a retributive providence. The writings of the heathen are full of ideas of God as a God of justice. Retributive justice was made a separate deity, whose awards would only be full and perfect in a future life. There is a sense of future judgment in the heart. Every sin committed carries with it a monition, a prediction of this judgment. The idea is inwrought in the consciousness of mankind, and clearly taught in the writings of ancient philosophy. Seneca says, "The good man God accustoms to hardships, and prepares him for himself. But the luxurious, whom he seems to indulge and to spare, he reserves for evils to come. For you are mistaken if you think any one excepted. The man who has been long spared will at last have his portion of misery; and though he seems to have escaped it, it is only delayed for a time." "Thus ought we always to believe," says Plato, "those ancient and sacred words, which declare to us that the soul is immortal, that judges are appointed, and that they pass the highest sentences of condemnation when the spirit is separate from the body." Thus it is a dictate of natural religion, that the future state will be one of misery to the wicked. The day of the Lord is foreshadowed in our moral constitution. All men fear it and all men believe it. It is a mark of the Divine origin and moral nature of man, which nothing can destroy. "That which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them." 

II. The day of judgment prefigured in the events of history. The judgments of God, extreme and awful, have even been regarded by the darkest minds as evidences of God's anger against sin, and his determination to punish it. Heathen seers and Jewish prophets bid us regard the inner meaning of calamity and look at it, in some sense as a part and prediction of another. The vicissitudes of life, the unequal conditions of men, and the providences of God, point to a day when all things will be rectified and each one receive his due. Each particular judgment is a warning of its approach and a pledge of its certainty. Present chastisements must be viewed as steps in a progressive plan, realized in the final day; the beginning and the anticipation of "the day of the Lord." The history of the world, through the government of God, is turned "into a continuous judgment, which will conclude at the end of this course of the world with a great and universal act of judgment, through which everything that has been brought to eternity by the stream of time unjudged and unadjusted will be judged and adjusted once for all, to bring to an end the whole development of the world in accordance with its Divine appointment, and perfect the kingdom of God by the annihilation of its foes." "All these are the beginning of sorrows." 

III. The day of judgment predicted in Scripture. What is rendered possible by the creed of the atheist, and probable from the teachings of nature, is morally certain from Divine revelation. Scripture confirms natural theology in this respect, and teaches distinctly that God designs to impress upon our minds that he will by no means clear the guilty, but reserve them to the day of punishment. The judgments of God are said to have happened as examples, warnings to us to repent of the sins and avoid the dangers which brought them on. Earnest and emphatic declarations are given in Old and New Testaments. "He hath prepared his throne for judgment. And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness." "He hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained." "For we must all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Joe . Judgment will assign to every one a place according to character; ranks will be adjusted and precedency set right; virtue will be rewarded and vice punished. Thoughts of this day should restrain from vice and urge to virtue, preserve human society and defend religion, vindicate the character of God, and justify his providence to men.



Verses 16-18
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe .] Food cut off, the joy of festivals and sacrifices banished. 

Joe . Seed] decayed under the clods. Garners] Storehouses went to ruin and prospects of future harvest were blighted. 

Joe .] From the homestead attention is directed to the fields. Cattle] bewildered because the plains often cropped yield no pasture. Sheep] seem to mourn the guilt of man. 

GREAT NATIONAL CALAMITIES.—Joe 
As a proof that the day of the Lord is approaching the prophet sets in detail the judgments that were upon the land. Present prospects were cut off, all future hope frustrated, rotten seed, withered fruits, and desolate land, cause man and beast to mourn.

I. Human sustenance taken away. "Is not the meat cut off before your eyes?" When the fruits were ripe, the corn ready for the reaper, and the grapes longing to be pressed; when everything was set before their eyes for their enjoyment, they were taken away. God can easily disappoint our expectations. Meat is often cut off from our eyes by sin. True sustenance is in God and in his word. Man's life, even his physical life, is not dependent for its continuance upon bread alone. God has but to will to the subject elements, material and spiritual, and any other means will suffice, as well as bread, to sustain life. "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 

II. Festive joy cut off. "Joy and gladness from the house of our God." Pinched by famine, the offerings for the priest and the temple had perished. Annual feasts and national thanksgivings had departed. The joy, all the deeper because it was "the joy of the Lord," the gladness, all the more pure and sweet because it was "gladness in the house of their God," had ceased perforce. How sad to be deprived of necessary food and the ordinances of God's house! When the body is not fed the mind will starve, the morals will suffer. As the brain depends upon the blood for its nourishment, so the soul depends upon God for its health. He imparts to those who love him a joy of exuberance in all the good things of life. None are poor but those who sin and despise the warnings of God's providence. "The Lord will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish; but he casteth away the substance of the wicked." 

III. National drought prevailed. The land greatly suffered, cattle and herds were distressed, and groaned out their life through want of pasture. 

1. The cattle suffered. "How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed." Touch after touch is given. Not only do men suffer, but innocent cattle groan who depend upon their care. The herds of oxen find the oft-cropped plains destitute of pasture. The sheep, which can feed where herds cannot, wander in their pitiful distress and bleat in vain. "Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust." 

2. The homesteads were destroyed. "The barns are broken down." It is not enough to lose joy and mirth. The very "seed is rotten under the clods." The prospects of the harvest are destroyed. Vegetation and grass, smitten by the burning sun, have withered. The husbandmen despair, and suffer their "barns" to break down, and their "garners" to become heaps of ruins. Thus one mischief is heaped upon another. All nature is touched in sympathy and robed in mourning for man's guilt. "Therefore shall the land mourn, and every one that dwelleth therein shall languish, with the beasts of the field and with the fowls of heaven" (Hos ).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

The husbandman was called to mourning for a threefold calamity that lay upon his tillage (Amo ). First, immoderate rain in or about seeding; secondly, locusts and other vermin at spring; thirdly, extreme drought after all (Joe 1:19-20). Thus God followeth sinners with one plague in the neck of another (as he did Pharaoh, that sturdy rebel), till he has made his foes his footstools. To multiply sin is to multiply sorrow (Psa 16:4); to heap up wickedness is to heap up wrath (Rom 2:5) [Trapp].

Let us here recall the fact, that it is the Spirit of God who speaks by the mouth of his prophet; for it is to be feared that we do not make enough of the humanity of God, of his intense delight in trees and flowers, in herds and flocks; of his humane care for them, of his tender sympathy with them. The Psalms and Prophecies are full of this Divine humanity, no Prophecy fuller, perhaps, than that of Joel; and in no passage of Joel's is that tender, intense humanity more beautifully and pathetically expressed than in the verses (18-20) we have just considered [Cox].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Joe . Nature presents two aspects towards us. If we sin and oppose her, she is stern, implacable, and destructive, charged with storms and thunder, famine and pestilence; if we yield and obey, we secure her blessings, co-operate with her laws, and command her forces. Love and serve God, and nature shall be at peace with thee.



Verse 19-20
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe .] Beasts cry to God, but man hears not; the prophet is touched and cries for the impenitent. To thee] beasts even lift their heads in dumb appeal, and to thee I cry, for thou art the only hope (Isa 15:5; Jer 23:9), amid the insensibility of man, the distress of nations, and the judgments of providence.

HOMILETICS

STUPIDITY IN NATIONAL CALAMITIES REPROVED BY BRUTES AND GOOD MEN.—Joe 
The fact that irrational creatures suffer with man should make him cautious in his conduct. If the people neglect the warnings of the prophet, they should heed the cries of the brute creation. Both the animal and vegetable world are included in man's destiny for good or for evil. Should we be silent when beasts implore help?

I. Some men are insensible to sin in great national calamities. The drought had consumed the pastures of the field, burned the trees of the forest, and dried up the waterbrooks, but Israel did not see the hand of God in this. Man is a creature of emotion, and is bound to acquaint himself with all the phenomena calculated to move him; to estimate them according to their design, and to carry out the emotions which they produce into final acts. Every object is adapted to produce a certain state of mind. The hand of God in history, the judgments of God in nations, should be read and observed by us. If we discern not the presence of God, if through selfishness and hardness of heart we despise the chastisements of God, we aggravate our sin and unbelief. God has placed us in certain relations to himself and his works as sentient and intelligent beings. We have capacities higher than brutes, can see and hear God in his dispensations, and live habitually under a sense of duty. But the complaint is often made, "Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider." "For God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man perceiveth it not." 

II. This insensibility to sin in great national calamities is censurable. Men ought to feel in distress. If they do not they violate their own nature and disregard the voice of God. 

1. Brutes reprove insensible men. "The beasts of the field cry also unto thee." They depend upon God, and he gives them their meat in due season (Psa ). When young lions lack and suffer hunger, they "seek their meat from God" (Psa 104:21). They enjoy the gifts of nature with sensitive pleasure and apparent gratitude. But men are heedless of their groans, stupid in their folly, and turn not to God in their trouble. "The stork in the heaven knoweth her appointed times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the swallow observe the time of their coming; but my people know not the judgment of God." 

2. God's people reprove insensible men. The prophet stirs them up by his own example. If no one else will call upon God, "O Lord, to thee will I cry." When others are unmoved God's people are touched with national calamities. They set others an example, and seek to provoke them to repentance and return to God. 

1. An example of penitence. The heart of the prophet was deeply moved for innocent creatures and for ungodly men. We hear his sighs, see his tears, and dwell upon his words. He comes before us, an embodiment of the spiritual and personal duty he teaches. He is the prophet of repentance, and sees in the judgments of God motives to repentance. National sins brought national affliction, and should cause national humiliation. 

2. An example of patriotism. God's people are as keenly alive to the interests and dangers of the nations as others. The Hebrew prophets were patriots and statesmen, to whom nothing that affected the national welfare was alien or indifferent. "May Heaven save my country," cried a British legislator. So good men see God in everything; point out the real causes of suffering; the operation of moral under physical law; and lament the state of the country and the condition of the people. "For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle." 

3. An example of prayer. The prophet turned to God, our only hope in distress. In public calamity men write pamphlets, make speeches, and enact laws to meet and overcome it. But the man of God goes to the root of evil, and points out its only cure. He holds the principles of Divine life in his soul, believes that individual circumstances and national events are controlled by God's will, and sees in present visitations the future results to the wicked and the righteous. God was working out his mysterious purposes, and he prays that the visitations of anger may be turned into corrective discipline. As Abraham prayed for the cities of the plain and Moses for the tribes of Israel, so Joel betakes himself to Jehovah. "O Lord, to thee I will cry: for the fire hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness."

Lord, what a change within us one short hour

Spent in thy presence will prevail to make,

What heavy burdens from our bosoms take;

What parched grounds refresht as with a shower?

We kneel, and all around us seems to lower;

We rise, and all—the distant and the near—

Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and clear—[Trench].

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

There is an order in these distresses. First he points out the insensate things wasted; then those afflicted, which have sense only; then those endowed with reason; so that to the order of calamity there may be consorted an order of pity, sparing first the creature, then the things sentient, then things rational [Pusey].

Beasts cry. I. The dependence of all creatures upon God. II. The compassion of God to all creatures—

1. In removing their sufferings. 

2. In supplying their wants. An argument against cruelty to animals and a motive to prayer. If God hears the cries of dumb animals will he not hear our prayers?

The double purpose of Divine judgments upon a nation—

1. Restoration of land. 

2. Improvement of men.

1. A suffering world in sympathy with suffering man. What a mystery man's sin, desolating the land, blighting the trees, and adding to the groans of the brute creation! The whole creation, animate and inanimate, touched by the fall of man! What evidences of sin! What motives to repentance! 

2. A beneficent world in sympathy with restored man. A cheering thought that true penitence and restoration to God will give pasture to flocks, beauty to flowers, and freshness to the landscape. "New heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 1

Joe . Animal sensibility forms a perpetual appeal to human sensibility, and is an important means of its improvement. The progressiveness of creation is made subservient to the moral education and advancement of the human race. A single alteration throws the whole into disorder. What a picture, then, for man to be ungrateful, insensible, and rebellious in the sufferings of nature for his conduct!

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-11
CRITICAL NOTES.] This chapter still urges repentance, directs for a meeting of the people, and assures that God will have compassion. 

Joe . Blow] Priests must sound an alarm, as if foreign invasion nigh. 

Joe . Darkness] Four terms used to indicate the intense calamity (Exo 10:22; Isa 8:22). Swarms of locusts literally obscure the sun. People] numerous and most formidable. Like] Expressive of extraordinary judgments (cf. 2Ki 18:5; 2Ki 23:5). 

Joe . Fire] They consume. Eden] Fruitfulness. Nothing] No herb, plant, nor tree, shall escape. "The word used elsewhere of persons who escape, suggests that we should not linger by the type of locusts only, but think of enemies more terrible, who destroy not harvests only, but men, bodies and souls." 

Joe . Appearance] like horses prepared for battle (Job 39:20; Rev 9:7); swiftness and sound like chariots on rough mountain-tops. 

Joe . Pained] with terror. "More terrible than the locusts," says an Arab proverb. Blackness] from anxiety and fear (Lam 4:8). Heb. flames (Isa 13:8), to glow with heat: some to lose colour, to grow pale (Jer 30:6). 7-9] depict their military order and discipline; it is vain to resist (Exo 10:6). A picture perfectly true to nature, says Jerome and others. 

Joe .] Heaven and earth feel their presence like a tempest-cloud of Divine wrath, covering all in darkness (Mat 24:29), 

Joe .] "Lord of the locusts," say Mohammedans, commands and makes the meanest the instruments of vengeance (Rev 18:8). 

HOMILETICS

THE ALARM IN ZION.—Joe 
In the dreadful calamities described what must be done? Jehovah shows that the danger can only be averted by repentance, humiliation, and reformation of conduct. In this verse the prophet interprets present chastisements, and lays a foundation for intimations which follow. Alarm must be given, the people roused, and called to solemn assembly.

I. The place of alarm. "In Zion." Zion was once the seat of Divine government and consecrated by God's presence. The Church of Christ is now the holy mount, the city of the living God, and the school of instruction to the universe. It is the spiritual palace of the Great King, who rules his people by his Spirit, and governs the world by his providence. Here he displays tokens of love and judgment. Great everywhere, his judgments are specially great here. It is a solemn thing when judgment begins in the house of God. But he will not permit sin in his own residence. The Church must be conspicuous in its elevation, adorned with holiness, and loyal in obedience. "For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of God from Jerusalem." 

II. The means of the alarm. In times of old it was the duty of the priests to warn the people and blow the trumpet (Num ). Ministers now must sound the alarm and declare the wrath of God against the unrighteousness of men. The watchmen of Zion must be awake, sound and "take the alarm they give." They must be "sons of thunder." They must not hesitate nor seek to hide the truth. The blast must wax louder and louder to startle thoughtless men. Ministers must never grow cold, careless of their own, and pitiless of the danger of others. When Perkins of Cambridge uttered the word damned, a solemn awe struck his hearers and the echo of it lasted many days. Whitfield brought tears in the eyes of old people, when he cried in the spirit of his Master, "O Glasgow, Glasgow!" "Blow the trumpet, and warn the people; then whosoever heareth the sound of the trumpet, and taketh not warning, if the sword come, and take him away, his blood shall be upon his own head." 

III. The reasons for alarm. "For the day of the Lord cometh." 

1. The danger is near. "The day cometh." Many ridicule and call earnest men enthusiasts. Others cry, "Be calm, there is no need for that ado;" but the prophet of God sees the danger and urges swift escape. The day "is nigh at hand," and not afar off; seen in present judgments and will come in sudden terror. Men are warned now of judgment to come and of enemies gathering together for fearful destruction. "The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord; the mighty man shall cry there bitterly." 

2. The people are careless. "Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble." Though danger is nigh yet men neglect or despise it. They should tremble, start up from apathy and sullen indifference, and haste to the refuge. How stupid for persons in face of impending ruin to sit in ease! They provide in summer for winter, in youth and health for age and sickness, but strive not to escape spiritual death. They seek to ward off temporal evils, but eternal destruction is not foreseen and prepared for. Few hear the distant thunder which betokens the coming storm. In their fancied security they laugh at those who prepare for the evil day, laugh on the brink of that day which, unless sovereign grace intervene, will make them wise too late. "Lord, when thy hand is lifted up they will not see, but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them."

THE DARK DAY.—Joe ; Joe 2:11
With four terms the day of Jehovah is described as a day of judgment. "A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness." Darkness fell upon Egypt (Exo ), and enveloped Sinai at the giving of the law (Deu 4:11). This typical of the mysteries of God and the miseries of men.

I. The profound mystery of the day. As clouds of locusts darken the sky, so obscurity hangs over all Divine proceedings. We know that all calamities are judgments of some sort; that we are tried and judged now, "already made manifest to God," and that a day is nigh when all must stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. But when and how the day will come no man knoweth. God veils his purpose and splendour. "Clouds and darkness are round about him." Wisdom prepares for events, folly rushes on and falls into the confusion. Walk by faith, do present duty, and cease to speculate. "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 

II. The great misery of the day. As clouds indicate obscurity, so darkness denotes misery. The darkness of the locusts would be unparalleled. "There hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it." Present punishments are only the beginning, the foretastes of eternal. If justice and judgment distress men now, what will they be at the day of final accounts? The destruction of the temple, and the rejection of the Jews, signal visitations upon churches and nations, are faint symbols of the terror of that day. "That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness." 

III. The overwhelming destruction of the day. So great and terrible is the day, that the words are wrung from the prophet, "Who can abide it?" The displays of power will be omnipotent. "Who knoweth the power of thine anger?" It consumes like a fire and none escape or resist it. God has not diminished in majesty and might. As he discomfited Egyptians, so will he overcome his enemies at last. "He ruleth by his power for ever." "Who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth?" There is only one way of escape. Repent and believe in Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.

Bold shall I stand in that great day,

For who aught to my charge shall lay?

Fully absolved through Christ I am,

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

THE ARMY OF THE LORD.—Joe 
The locusts are led by Jehovah, under his command, and sent to execute his will. "Lord of the Locusts" is one of the names of God in Mohammedan writings.

I. Numerous and strong. "A great people and strong" (Joe ). "What more countless or mightier than the locusts?" asks Jerome. Each small and contemptible in itself, is made powerful by the strength of God. All agencies, human and Divine, are pliable to his hand, when he wants instruments of displeasure. 

II. Courageous and swift. "As the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run." Their heads are exceedingly like that of a horse. In flying they make a noise like rushing wind, and loud "as dashing waters," says a traveller. Like war-chariots rattling on rough mountain-tops, they speed to do their work. "The shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle" (Rev ). "And the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots, of many horses running to battle" (Joe 2:9). 

III. Universal and ill-omened. As "a morning spread upon the mountains," like dawn ushering in a day of darkness and gloom. Or with yellow lustre on their wings, produced by the rays of the sun, they sweep down the mountains and announce the advent of terrible calamity. Travellers have noticed this feature. "The day before the arrival of the locusts," says one, "we could infer that they were coming, from a yellow reflection in the sky, proceeding from their yellow wings. As soon as this light appeared no one had the slightest doubt that an enormous swarm of locusts was approaching." 

IV. Orderly and well-equipped. "Neither shall one thrust another." All keep their rank, march in ease and battle-array. "They charge like heroes," mount the walls and assail fortified cities with dauntless might. Like David's army, "they know how to keep rank," and diverge not to the left or right. They close up as comrades fall, and keep unbroken in military array (Joe ). Having surmounted the walls, they storm and sack, "and rush through the city" in fearful speed. "The locusts have no king, yet go they forth all of them by bands." 

V. Terrible and destructive. 

1. The land is desolated. Like a devouring fire, they consume every green thing on the earth. "Yea, and nothing shall escape them." "Thus the land was desolate after them, that no man passed through nor returned; for they laid the pleasant land desolate." 

2. The inhabitants are alarmed. They inspire terror, as universal and abject as that caused by an invading army. "Before their face the people shall be much pained, all faces shall gather blackness." In the agony of despair Eastern nations wait their approach to-day. "They shall be amazed one at another; their faces shall be as flames." 

3. Portentous signs in heaven and earth appear. "The earth shall quake and the heavens shall tremble" (Joe ). Take this in connection with the next, and we see the terrible day, the dissolution of the social fabric, symbolized by signs. Sun and moon grow dark and stars withdraw their light, because Jehovah comes to judge (Isa 13:13; Jer 10:10; Nah 1:5-6). Nature is clothed in mourning, the universe trembles from predictions of judgment to come. Three sentences give the reason, for God does this—(a) Because his army "is very great." (b) Because this powerful army "executeth his word." (c) Because the day of judgment is so great and terrible that no one can stand before the wrath of the Judge.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . They are on God's message and they linger not, but rejoice to run their course (Psa 19:6). Men can mount a wall few at a time, the locusts scale much more steadily, more compactly, more determinately and irresistibly. The picture unites the countless multitude, condensed march, and entire security of the locusts with the might of warriors [Pusey].

On his ways. So each Divine judgment is directed, not by chance; adapted and weighed by infinite skill; and reaches in time and method just that person for whom it is intended. Nothing is lost, nothing escapes.

The judgments of God. I. The nature of the judgments. A day of darkness and gloom, none like them before or since. Most awful and extraordinary. II. The executors of the judgments. Not lions and beasts of savage name, but small and insignificant creatures, united, ranked, and commanded by the Divine leader; swift, furious, and irresistible in attack. III. The effects of the judgments. The execution most terrible—

1. In the country. The garden of Eden was turned into a desolate wilderness. In front and rear the army was like a devouring fire. No green thing escaped. 

2. In the city. They climbed the wall, and, as a thief, entered the windows and ransacked the place. No fortifications nor force can resist the commissions of God (Jer ). If the weakest creatures cannot be turned aside, and the smallest judgments cannot be resisted, what of the greatest? what of the last of all?

They shall not break their ranks. Joe . Unity is strength. The weakest efforts and agencies combined are powerful for good or evil. Rank and order are necessary to accomplish any victory. Confusion and disorder weaken; but when each goes on his way, patiently and perseveringly does his duty, success will be gained. Small armies, well disciplined and marshalled for battle, have vanquished and scattered hosts of disorderly foes.

The least confusion but in one, not all

That system only, but the whole must fall.

Learn—

1. The resources of God to punish are abundant. 

2. The power of God to punish is—(a) omnipotent, and (b) irresistible. 

3. The times of God to punish are ominous.

Joe . The camp of God. 

1. Birds and beasts of prey. The meanest and mightiest creature. The lion in the forest and the moth in the sun. 

2. The elements of nature. Winds and tempests, thunder and lightning, obey his will. Sun, moon, and stars cease to shine, and darkness covers the earth. 

3. The hosts of heaven. Angels, armed with vengeance, destroy the first-born of Egypt and the army of Sennacherib. The resources of the universe are under his command to bless or to destroy.

What is creation less

Than a capacious reservoir of means,

Formed for his use, and ready at his will?

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Joe . Alarm. We might reasonably expect that the world would gather round the feet of the teacher. There is need for alarm, for men are indifferent. There is a way of escape, but men know or heed it not. Multitudes pass on and perish in the evil day. Noah regarded the signs of the times, and "moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his house." "He that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise."

Be wise to-day; 'tis madness to defer:

Next day the fatal precedent will plead;

Thus on, till wisdom is pushed out of life. [Young.]

Joe . Locusts. The head is exceedingly like that of a horse [Theodoret]. Their noise is like the rushing of a wind [Forbes]. When they alight and feed, the plains are all covered. They make a murmuring noise as they eat, and they devour herbs, trees, and forage without restraint. "They overshadow the sun," says Pliny, "the nations looking up with anxiety, lest they should cover their lands." "The height of walls cannot hinder the charge of the mighty; they enter not by the gates, but over the walls. They fly, by the disposal of God ordaining, in such order, as to hold each his place, like the minute pieces of mosaic, fixed in the pavement by the artist's hands, so as not to incline to one another a hair's breadth" [Jerome]. Nothing in their habits is more striking than the pertinacity with which they all pursue the same line of march, like a disciplined army [Thompson]. They teach us the necessity of unity, steadfastness, and order. Many prefer an individual course instead of going by bands. They belong to no cohort, and are under no discipline. The strength of the Church lies in united, concentrated action. Every soldier well-disciplined and in his ranks; every officer at his post, and ready for the contest; each under rule, helpful to each other and to the common cause.

Joe . Voice. Lest God should be forgotten, he is represented as commanding a mighty army in the midst of judgments. Their presence indicates his presence and power. "The Lord of hosts mustereth the host of the battle" (Isa 13:4). He called the Medes and Persians to execute judgments upon Babylon. "He sent forth his armies and destroyed" Jerusalem, "and burnt up their city" (Mat 22:7). Hence the threefold ground of terror. 

1. His camp is very great. 

2. He has strength to accomplish his purpose by the weakest instruments. 

3. When this purpose is accomplished, it will be a terrible day to the enemies.



Verses 12-14
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . Therefore] repent with heart undivided, and with fasting, for heinous sins demand extraordinary penitence. Mourning] Lit. beating on the breast, like the publican (Luk 18:13; Luk 23:48). 

Joe . Not garments] as customary in great sorrow (Gen 37:29; Job 1:20). External repentance will avail nothing (Psa 51:19; Eze 36:26). 

Joe . Knoweth] if the least chance, secure it. God may restore blessings sufficient to maintain his worship and supply our wants (Jon 3:9). 

HOMILETICS

SPACE FOR PERSONAL REPENTANCE.—Joe 
The design of chastisement is not destruction, but salvation. Mercy rejoiceth against judgment. The attainment of salvation is only by repentance and return to God. Hence the prophet in God's name urges personal and national amendment. Personal repentance is described in these words.

I. Its nature. "Turn ye even to me." 

1. It is return to God. Return quite up to God, not half-way (Hos ). Half conversion, and half amendment will not avail. The whole distance must be overcome and God must be gained. Many are near to Christ, but not in him. All are alienated from God; and true reformation is not forsaking one habit to form another; changing one church or creed for another; but turning round in thought and feeling and coming to God. 

2. It is a sincere return. It is real, not affected. "With all your heart." The mind and affections have been stolen from God, now all are centred upon him. Outward expressions are worthless, mere trappings of sorrow. "Rend your heart and not your garments." Partial feeling and feigned sorrow God will not accept. He requires truth in the inward parts. "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise." 

3. It is a sorrowful return. "With fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning." There may not always be striking outward signs. But deep sorrow and contrition of spirit are accompanied with humiliation, self-denial, and prayer. The penitent weeps, mourns, and strikes his breast like the publican. Signs of grief often stir up the heart to more grief, and indicate to others the sincerity of conversion. Penitence must not be slight and superficial, but deep and real. "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance." 

II. Its motive. "For he is gracious and merciful," &c. Hope of acceptance is held out. This hope is grounded on the gracious character of God, revealed on Sinai (Exo ), and reproduced here to encourage repentance. 

1. God is gracious and merciful. Though mercy has been despised and grace abused, he delights not in the death of sinners, but wishes all to turn and live. If he were not merciful we could not hope for pardon; and if he were only merciful and not gracious we could not expect to receive anything from him. 

2. God is slow to anger and of great kindness. He can be angry and deal out punishment, but he pauses, lingers long, and gives opportunity to escape. His kindness is beyond human pity. He is longsuffering under the greatest provocations (Psa ). 

3. God repents of the evil. If he repents of the punishments inflicted, will they not be accepted when they repent and return? Evils are against his will, his strange work, therefore on the first tokens of sorrow he will take them away. "For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy unto them that call upon thee." 

4. God is a covenant God. "Turn unto the Lord your God." They had turned away from God, but they were still his people. He is interested in their welfare, and unchangeable in his love and purpose. God must be approached as a covenant God. His Divine nature and mercy, his covenant relations and promises, are all brought forth to urge men to return unto him. His goodness and mercy never fail. "Despisest thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?" 

III. Its necessity. "Therefore also now." Now, though it be late it is not too late. Now, though the day is near and locusts are at hand. "Now is the day of grace, the visitation from God." "Now or never." Sinners should not delay. Time is precious, opportunities may not be given again. Repentance is a spiritual, a personal, an immediate duty. "Now is the accepted time, to-day is the day of salvation." "God now commandeth all men everywhere to repentance." 

IV. Its possibility. "Who knoweth if he will return and repent," &c. Judgments may be taken away, the meat-offering restored, and a blessing left behind. Space is given men for repentance. We are not to be too confident lest we be careless. But there is no doubt in the prophet's mind. God will return. He never changes nor lies (1Sa ). His favour is not like the shifting clouds, nor the winter's sun casting occasional light, but withholding heat and joy. If we return to God he will return to us. "Therefore say thou unto them, Thus saith the Lord of Hosts; Turn ye unto me, saith the Lord of Hosts, and I will turn unto you, saith the Lord of Hosts."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . Although all sorrow for sin hath not the same expression, nor the same degree of pungency and sensitive trouble, yet it is not a godly sorrow unless it really produces these effects, i.e. 

(1) that it makes us really to hate and 

(2) actually to decline sin; and 

(3) produces in us a fear of God's anger, a sense of the guilt of his displeasure; 

(4) and then such consequent trouble as can consist with such apprehension of the Divine displeasure [Jeremy Taylor].

Repentance is—

1. A change of mind, a turning of the soul to God. 

2. A real turning, not resting in shadows, not renting the mantle only, but the offering of the heart to God. 

3. This is a personal duty. It cannot be done by representation or in the mass; but by each alone, the children alone, the parents alone, and the priests alone. 

4. God will be satisfied with this, but with nothing less.

Joe . God's character in its relation to our character and condition. Grace to the unworthy, mercy to the miserable, long-suffering to provocation, truth to the promise, and change towards the penitent. "Thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion and gracious, long-suffering and plenteous in mercy and truth" (Psa 86:15).

Joe . Prospects opened up by repentance. 

1. Remission of temporal calamities. 

2. Restoration of fruit and subsistence. 

3. Spiritual blessings left behind dreadful curses. The storm will pass away and the sun will shine again; flowers and fruit shall come, birds shall sing, and joy and peace crown the land. "Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us. God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Joe . Fasting and penitence. Men accused in times past were wont humbly to abase themselves before the judge, with long beards, uncombed hair, and black array, that they might secure his mercy. So when pestilence, famine, or war begin to rage, or any calamity hangs over us, it becomes us to present ourselves in piteous array, with fasting and prayer, before the Judge of all the earth, that his anger may be turned away from us [Cawdray]. But no amount of fasting will do without true penitence. Lifeless repentance is fruitless. No outward propriety and offerings will wash away the stain of sin. We must not only confess but forsake our sins and turn unto God. God will have mercy upon the penitent.

The fruitless showers of worldly woe

Fall dark to earth and never rise;

While tears that from repentance flow,

In bright exhalement reach the skies.



Verses 15-17
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . Blow] Convene the people. 

Joe .] No age and condition exempted, for all deserve punishment; the joy of the bride and bridegroom even must give place to penitential mourning. 

Joe .] The priests must take their position, and pray to God on behalf of his covenant people. 

HOMILETICS

A CALL TO PUBLIC REPENTANCE.—Joe 
Once more a day must be set apart for public fasting and humiliation. Personal repentance when genuine will lead to public confession. A sense of sin in the hearts of individuals will produce fruit and find expression in the actions of the community. Hence all the nation are summoned to solemn assembly. "Blow the trumpet in Zion."

I. Great national danger urged them to public assembly. The nation is endangered by sin, sorrow has fallen upon all ranks, and sympathy unites them into one. Assemblies are called for scientific and political purposes; but no assembly so solemn as that called by natural calamity. Affliction cements the hearts and binds the hopes of nations. It is in vain to sound an alarm for war, to blow the trumpet and muster our armies, without the favour of God. The most effectual call is that of a Church or a nation to repentance. The most powerful defence is universal penitence and prayer to God. By this alone can we overcome our enemies and avert the judgment of God. "Let tyrants fear," cried Queen Elizabeth when threatened with the Spanish invasion; "I put my trust in God, and in the loyal hearts and good will of my subjects." "For the Lord is our defence; and the Holy One of Israel is our king." 

II. None of the nation were exempt from the call to public assembly. "Gather the people." 

1. The aged must assemble. "Assemble the elders." Men of understanding and ripe in years must be active and eminent examples in times of fasting and humiliation. Wisdom and experience belong to them, advice and help are expected from them. 

2. Children must not be exempt. "Gather the children and those that suck the breasts." The youngest and most helpless were involved in parental danger, and must touch parental hearts. The sight would be very affecting, and if God spared Nineveh for the sake of the children, he might spare Israel. The prayers of the aged and the cries of the young may not avail with men, but they are power with God. "All Judah stood before the Lord, with their little ones, their wives and their children" (2Ch ). 

3. The newly married must obey the call. "Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber and the bride out of her closet." Marriage joy must give place to national fasts, and feasting must be turned into mourning. There is a time for all things, and private interests must give place to public duties. The raptures of love must be forgotten in the guilt of the nation. It is mockery to spend time in making merry which ought to be consecrated to God in sorrow. All unfit for battle and all exempt from war (Deu ); all classes of the community, the aged and the young, the mirthful and the mournful, the priests and the people, were required to attend. "In that day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth" (Isa 22:12) 

III. National confession was the object of public assembly. It was not an assembly for social entertainment and mirth. Not mere attendance and cessation from toil were required. It was "a solemn assembly," a meeting for deep humiliation before God. 

1. Confession was made through their public representatives. The priests, "the ministers of the Lord" in dignity and office, must set the example, lead the assembly in weeping and prayer. In front of the Holy Place, in which Jehovah was enshrined, they must bend and plead for the people. Ministers should ever be intercessors for the nation, feel the condition of men, and urge them by precept and example to devote themselves to God. 

2. Confession was made on national grounds. Prayer is based on grounds which should never be forgotten by God's people in like circumstances. It is a special liturgy for the solemn occasion. And God who reads the heart in the words will surely hear the words which he himself breathes in the heart. Mercy is the common cry. Punishment is deserved, but all were earnest in praying for deliverance from famine and reproach. "Spare thy people, O Lord." (l) God's covenant relation is pleaded. Spare us, not because we weep and fast, not because we deserve mercy, but because we are thine heritage, though unworthy of the name. Thou hast chosen us for thyself, remember and keep thy word with us and our fathers. The covenant of God is not to be renounced and forgotten by the penitent, but pleaded to secure a perpetual interest in God. 

(2) God's honour among the heathen is concerned. "Wherefore should they say among the people, Where is their God?" If God does not fulfil his word and protect us, if we are utterly ruined by judgments, and insulted by idolaters, the enemies would rejoice and blasphemously inquire what God could do for his people? The penitent is humbled for his own sin; but when God is reproached, and his love called in question because he appears severe, this is an addition to his sorrow, a sword in his bones (Psa ). He therefore pleads that God would defend his own glory, and not permit men to be confirmed in their error and folly (Eze 20:5; Eze 36:21; Eze 36:23). "Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is their God? Let him be known among the heathen in our sight by the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed" (Psa 79:10).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . Sanctify a fast. Care should be taken both by ministers and people in their stations, that every duty be not profanely gone about, nor external performances rested in; but that it may be done in a spiritual and sanctified manner, that there should be due preparation for it, and that the congregation come purified (as the word signifieth), according to the law, and fast in a sanctified manner [Hutcheson].

Joe . Gather the people. 

1. In times of calamity fasting may be appropriate. 

2. In times of national calamity the nation, all the people, should join. 

3. Men of superior rank should use their influence and stimulate others to attend God's house and regard God's word. By penitence and prayer an entire community may be saved from distress.

Gather the children. Anniversary Sermon. I. Many gatherings for children. Exeter Hall meetings; the Great Exhibition; children in Peel Park; Manchester; annual sermons and festivities. II. Many purposes for which children are gathered. 

1. School education. 

2. Social enjoyment. 

3. Christian worship. 

4. Solemn fasting and humiliation, in the text. III. Many advantages result from gatherings of children. 

1. It is the fulfilment of Scripture. 

2. Necessary for children themselves. 

3. Beneficial in many ways to parents.

Joe . Weeping priests and guilty people. The sins of the people and the sufferings consequent upon them should weigh upon the hearts of ministers. If God frowns upon a people, if error and evils abound in a community, are not the shepherds to blame? Of all members of a stricken Church, ministers have the greatest cause to mourn.

Reproach of Israel. 

1. Departure from God. 

2. Exposure to Divine judgment. 

3. Enslaved by the heathen. Christians should maintain their credit and character, and especially deprecate reproach cast on the character and conduct of God.

Where is their God?—

1. The spirit of the question. A question often put—

1. In ignorance. 

2. In atheism. 

3. In ridicule. Carnal men ignorant of the character of God, the mysteries of his providence, and regardless of his people. II. The substance of the question. 

1. This question reflects upon God. God's presence, God's providence, and God's word. 

2. This question reflects upon God's people. They are considered worthless, forsaken, and despised. It is the most bitter of all taunts.

Spare thy people. I. The prayer. Spare, deliver from trouble, pardon sin and help in future. II. The plea. 

1. Thy people, words of interest, submission and affection. 

2. Thy people in danger, "that the heathen should not rule over them." God alone has the sole right to the homage and service of his people. We may always plead the interest which God takes in our spiritual welfare, as the reason for averting judgments from the Church and the nation which our sins have merited.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Joe . In this assembly kings and priests lead the way; nobles and common people promptly join. The whole multitude bow like one man, and fall prostrate at the footstool of mercy. All acknowledge their guilt and are sensible of their danger. All repent and pray that God would spare his people. Though repentance is now put in the inward dispositions of the soul, yet on occasion of national humiliation, and peculiar religious solemnity, it may be suitable to testify by our deportment and dress, the seriousness and sadness of our minds. Splendour and gaiety of apparel, if ever becoming Christians, should be laid aside at such seasons. It is well when the government of a nation, in its spiritual and political authorities, takes the lead in the promotion of piety and regard to the doctrines and duties of religion. It is most touching and instructive to see all classes of the community lift up their hearts in prayer for mercy and deliverance.



Verses 18-20
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . Then] No longer threatenings, but promises. Jealous] of dishonour to them, love and pity for their welfare. 

Joe .] Renewed fertility and removal of the cause of desolation; answer to prayer and bestowment of great things (Psa 126:2-3); expressive of a universal truth. 

HOMILETICS

RESTORATION OF LOST BLESSINGS.—Joe 
These verses form a transition from one part of the prophecy to the other When God's people returned to him in penitence, "then" he would be jealous for that land in which the temple stood, and for that people whom he still loved. He would hear their prayer, remove the curse, and restore the blessings, material and spiritual. There is no contingency, no uncertainty in the promises. The predictions are absolute, the condition of repentance on which they rest being complied with. Israel was thus encouraged by Divine, not human, security for the fulfilment of God's word. Chastisement leads to repentance, and restoration of lost blessings the result.

I. This restoration depends upon the sincere repentance of men. "Then will the Lord be jealous." God's promises indicate conditions, and are adapted to certain states of mind. 

1. Blessings are restored through penitence. They pre-suppose repentance, the efforts and the faithfulness of men. The removal of judgments and restoration of blessings were the result of the penitence and return of Israel. God waits to be gracious, and when sinners humble themselves and seek Divine favours they will be given. "For the Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself for his servants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up or left." 

2. Blessings are restored in prayer. "The Lord will answer and say." Infidels object to prayer for daily food and propitious weather. Why should we pray for rain or sunshine, say they, when both depend upon laws of meteorology? The laws of nature are not incapable of modification. Every time we throw a stone or build a house, when we graft a tree, or restore a limb, laws are suspended and varied. If we can direct the hidden forces of creation, and make them subservient to useful purposes, shall the God of nature be powerless! But prayer itself is one of the most natural and prevalent laws of nature. We have proof in Scripture and in our own experience that in the history of men and the events of providence God has changed his proceedings in answer to fervent prayer. "The earth shall hear the corn, and the wine, and the oil, and they shall hear Jezreel." 

II. Restoration springs from Divine pity to men. The Lord will display his love, "and pity his people." Before, God was set upon their destruction. He was at the head of a great army, giving the word and combining the strength of the enemy. Now he is full of tender compassion, which resents injury done to them as if done to himself. God spares a people whom he may justly destroy. Humble penitents are permitted and encouraged to plead an interest in him. Natural affection prompts parents to help their children in distress; so God gives his people room in his pity, and blessings in their trouble. Compassionate kindness to the suffering is a dictate of humanity and one of the first principles of religion (Jas ; Mat 9:13). "To him that is afflicted, pity should be showed" (Job 6:14). That pity which we should display towards our neighbour God will show to us. He is ready to turn away his anger and have mercy on us. "Ye have seen that the Lord is very pitiful"

He hath a tear for pity, and a hand

Open as day for melting charity.

III. Restoration is in rich variety. Calamities were not simply removed, but abundance of temporal and spiritual favours were bestowed. 

1. Material blessings were restored. "I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith." The material condition of a nation and the outward prosperity of a people depend upon God. He can send famine, pestilence, and war. He alone can take them away. All human efforts are perfectly impotent without Divine co-operation. The husbandman may plough and sow, but God "causes the sun to rise and set" Parliament may legislate and the nation employ its resources, but God alone can remove oppression and restore fertility in the land. It is good for a people to hearken to God in distress, to recognize their dependence upon him in the seasons and operations of nature, and call upon him as the Giver of every good and perfect gift. "Oh that my people had hearkened unto me! He should have fed them also with the finest of the wheat; and with honey out of the rock should I have satisfied thee." 

2. National reproach was removed. "I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen." Reproach is a sad thing for the people of God. But in due time he will take away all visible signs of judgment. His people shall not suffer in reputation and on account of apparent unfaithfulness to them. They shall be free from insult and tyranny, and shall enjoy the credit and comforts of their religion. The best of men may have the bitterest foes, and be subject to the most cruel taunts. But the brutality of the enemy will move the pity of God. He will not long endure to see his children ill-entreated. His love will rouse his anger, and then it will be worse for the scorner and reviler. 

3. The mighty enemy was destroyed. "I will remove far off from you the northern army." Whether "the Northerner" (Heb.) means the pest of locusts or the Assyrian army, God promises deliverance from them. As locusts were driven with the wind, to perish in the Arabian Desert, in the Dead Sea, and in the Mediterranean, to breed pestilence by the stench from their putrifying bodies, so the enemy shall be driven every way but the one from which he came. The destroyer shall do no further mischief. (a) The destruction is entire. They shall perish for lack of sustenance. Nothing shall remain but their ill savour. (b) The destruction is deserved. "Because he hath done great things," magnified himself against God. Pride and violence against God's people have ever been the features and forerunners of destruction. (c) The destruction is fearful. The countless hosts, full of life and activity, were scattered by the word of God on the waves of the sea, and thrown upon the shore a putrifying mass. Human malice and pride shall be destroyed. God takes away their breath and they become a carcase. Sennacherib's army in the evening inspired terror, "and before the morning he is not" (Isa ). "And when they rose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses" (Isa 37:36).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

God's favours towards penitent sinners. 

1. Zeal against them turned into pity for them. 

2. Their prayers answered in abundant blessings. Material and spiritual good. 

3. Their condition reversed. (a) Freedom for oppression. (b) Honour for reproach. (c) Feasting for fasting. (d) The removal of everything sad, and the bestowment of everything joyful.

The excellent condition of restored sinners. 

1. Enemies subdued. 

2. Abundance enjoyed. 

3. Blessings perpetuated.

Divine favours. 

1. Their source—God's pity. 

2. Their subjects—God's people. 

3. Their result—"Ye shall be satisfied."

Joe . I will send you corn. God averts the failure of crops and the scarcity of food. These evils neither come nor cease by accident. God gives us our daily bread. He opens his hand and we are satisfied with food [Lange].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Joe . The south and east winds drive the clouds of locusts with violence into the Mediterranean, and drown them in such quantities that when their dead are cast on to the shore, they infect the air to a great distance [Volney]. Wonderful image of the instantaneousness, ease, completeness, of the destruction of God's enemies; a mass of active life exchanged, in a moment, into a mass of death [Pusey].



Verses 21-27
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . Fear not] as in ch. 1, on account of judgments, but rejoice in the destruction of the hosts. 

Joe .] Verdant pastures and trees laden with fruit shall be given. Beasts of the field shall no longer want. 

Joe . Rain] The former moderately, lit. according to right, i.e. in due measure, not in extremes to injure (Deu 11:14; Pro 16:15). The rain] Generically, showers. The latter rain] to mature the crops; rain in season, rain in opposition to drought, and rain a type of all blessings. 

Joe .] Effects of the rain—abundance of all kinds of food; reparation of damage by locusts; redemption of Israel from the heathen; vindication of God and gratitude for his grace.

HOMILETICS

THE GREAT THINGS OF GOD.—Joe 
The locusts seemed to exult in the ruin they caused; but Jehovah doomed them to destruction, recovered the land from barrenness, and crowned it with beauty. The enemy had done great things against them; now God would do great things for them. No longer wasted fields and withered harvests. Joy is to succeed sorrow. The blessings are to be wide as the judgments, and man and beasts are to rejoice in the restoration of fruitful seasons and spiritual privileges.

I. Great temporal blessings. The seed shall be prosperous, and the vine give her fruit; the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens their dew again (Zec ). 

1. Copious rain. The plague of locusts and of drought had caused the land to mourn. "The garden of Eden" had become "a desolate wilderness." The only hope of recovery was in abundant and copious rain. Rain is promised by words multiplied in wonderful emphasis. First, showers in general, then in due season, early and latter rain for autumn and spring. Rain in mercy and moderation. God sends or withholds the rain in sovereign wisdom. It comes not by chance, but Divine commission. It is given in due measure, and sent in special direction. "He causes it to rain upon one city, and not upon another." 

2. Fruitful seasons. "The pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig-tree and the vine do yield their strength." Grass will spring, tender herbs bud, and fruit-trees yield their fruit. Living pastures shall satisfy groaning beasts, and universal fear shall give place to universal joy. God never left us without witness of his goodness and mercy, "in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness." 

3. Replenished granaries. "And the floors shall be full of wheat," &c. Barns shall no longer fall into decay, but wine, grain, and oil shall be given in abundance. Every trace of ruin shall disappear. "I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten." The devastation of former years shall be undone. Threefold blessings shall benefit the three departments of nature. The parched ground shall robe itself in living verdure, flowers adorn the field, and trees rustle with foliage. The herds of oxen and flocks of sheep shall no longer roam in agony and distress. Husbandmen, vine-dressers, and ministers of the altar must cease to weep, rejoice in God, and eat their bread in gratitude. "Your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall reach unto the sowing time; and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely" (Lev ). 

II. Great spiritual blessings. "And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel," &c. 

1. Restoration of national praise. Through the sins of the people and the consequent judgments of God, sacrifices had ceased to be offered and joy had been cut off from the temple (ch. Joe ). The loss of religious privileges is a most grievous calamity. There is no place like the house of God to Christians. They prefer Jerusalem above their chief joy. Loss of bread is nothing to loss of the worship of God. It is a loss of social help and natural influence. Worship is man's greatest dignity and supreme good. When a nation gives praise to God they reap the highest enjoyments. "They shall praise the Lord that seek him; your heart shall live for ever." 

2. Manifestation of Divine presence. "Ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel." Men do not always know, nations do not often recognize God. In prosperity and plenty they forget him. Harvests are expected as a matter of course. Human ingenuity and natural laws produce results. Creation is a mere machine without maker and controller. Thus the blessings of God are received in a forgetful, selfish spirit. But God interrupts the sequence of events, judgments are sent, to bring nations to regard Him. He withdraws his presence and permits plagues to bring them to repentance. "Are not these evils come upon us because our God is not among us?" The heathen taunts, "Where is their God?" But God is sought in distress and found, and loving fellowship is restored. God is in the midst of the nation; she shall not be moved; "God shall help her, and that right early." 

3. Revival of national joy. "Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God." Israel were not only to rejoice in God, but in God as the Lord their God. The world may be unable to rejoice, but God shall have their share of gladness. God promises and puts joy into their hearts; a joy greater than that created by corn and wine. Abundant crops and splendid seasons give uncertain gladness; but the manifestation of God's presence is a source of pure and permanent joy. "In thy presence is fulness of joy." Better empty barns than forsaken temples. Joy unspeakable and full of glory is the heritage and honour of that nation with whom God delights to dwell. "For, behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy."

A Deity believed is joy begun;

A Deity adored is joy advanced;

A Deity beloved is joy matured;

Each branch of piety delight inspires.

4. Deliverance from national shame. "And my people shall never be ashamed." Pitied, delivered, and honoured, the people would be free from reproach. God's honour is linked with our honour, though we suffer reproach for a time; if we be ashamed of our sins against God, we shall never be ashamed to glory in him. He will never render his grace and purpose void. By the performance of his word and the destruction of his foe he will wipe away all dishonour. In Christ especially are these words realized. He suffers when we suffer, and relieves in poverty and tribulation. In him God returns to men, and turns again the captivity of Zion. Then we sing and cease to fear; we "obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . Rain a symbol of spiritual blessings. I. Their source. "He hath given you," "he will cause to come down." The laws of nature and heathen gods do not bestow rain. It comes from heaven (Act 14:17; Isa 55:10). II. Their method of bestowment. 

1. In due season. The influence of the Spirit, like early rain in seed-time, waters instruction given, and like latter rain matures the soul in growth, and ripens it for heaven. 

2. In rich abundance. Like copious showers, blessings shall descend and flow down to men. III. Their blessed results. 

1. Barren land rejoices. Pastures revive and trees bring forth fruit. The little hills shout and sing for joy (Psa ). Gospel blessings refresh thirsty souls and quicken desolate churches. 

2. God's people are glad. "Be glad then, ye children of Zion." Joy springs from their hearts and harvests are reaped from their labours.

By heaven's influence, corn and plants do spring;

God's showers of grace do make his valleys sing.

Joe . Spiritual feasting. 

1. The guests. "Ye shall eat." God's people shall never want, though sometimes poor and persecuted. 

2. The provision. Not mere temporal blessings (Joe ); but joy in God's presence, all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. Plenty of it; not the least scarcity. 

3. The result. (a) Satisfaction. "Be satisfied." Nothing but this will satisfy. "The meek shall eat and be satisfied" (Psa ). (b) Praise. "And praise the name of the Lord." Thanksgiving shall come after the fast. They shall never die of grief. Immortal joys shall be their portion. "Whosoever eateth of this bread shall live for ever."

I. The wondrous dealing of God. Israel in the wilderness and Israel delivered from the plague a type of God's dealings with us. He smites by wonders and he recovers by wonders. "God hath dealt wondrously with you." 

1. In the bounties of nature. How wonderful to quicken the earth and send the beauties of spring, to give sunshine and shower, bread and sustenance, manna from heaven and waters from the rock. 

2. In the blessings of providence. (a) Common mercies. Health and habitations. Thousands worse off than you. Many in poverty, prison, and disgrace. You have a goodly heritage among men. (b) Special mercies. Removal of family reproach and personal shame, deliverance from sickness and judgment. You are a wonder to many (Psa ). 

3. In the gifts of grace. (a) In the gift of Christ. Wondrous love, &c. (b) In the gift of the Holy Spirit to enlighten and teach. (c) In continued grace to renew and strengthen. "Thy love to me was wonderful." II. The consequent gratitude of man. "Praise the name of the Lord your God." 

1. By acknowledging your obligations. "Your God." 

2. By remembering his works. Israel forgat God even at the Red Sea, the most signal spot of their pilgrimage. "Talk ye of all his wondrous works." 

3. By obeying his word. Show your gratitude in practical conduct. Let lips and life praise the Lord. "The Lord hath done great things for us whereof we are glad."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Joe . It is too clear for either argument or illustration, that if you change the moral character of any country from ignorance to intelligence, from indolence to industry, from intemperance to self-discipline, from sensualness to spirituality, from enmity to love, that the whole material region in which they live may abound with plentifulness and beauty. Such a change throughout the whole human population to-day will give to all a new heaven and earth [Dr Thomas].

Joe . In the midst. It was to induce this devout and thankful recognition of the Divine presence that the judgment had been sent. Dulled by routine, blinded by use and wont, the Jews had come to regard the succession of the seasons and the bounty of the year in a hard mechanical way, as though Nature were a mere engine or machine. It was to convince them of his presence in Nature, to make them pure, strong, and happy, that God interrupted the usual sequence of events, first by disasters over which they had no control; by plagues (literally "blows"), which they understood as judgments; and then by acts of grace and good will, which they understood as signs of his returning favour. Terrified by disasters, and attracted by blessings which seemed to them answers to repentance and prayer, as they "ate and were satisfied," the people "praised the name of Jehovah their God," who had dealt wondrously with them; they felt, they acknowledged that he was "in the midst of" them, in their fields and in their vineyards as well as in the temple, and that Jehovah was their God and none else, since only he could send them rain and fruitful seasons, and fill their hearts with gladness [Samuel Cox].



Verses 28-32
CRITICAL NOTES.] 

Joe . Afterward] These outward things are only a type of spiritual gifts, a prospect of richer blessings; and a grander dispensation is held out, a dispensation remarkable for the Holy Spirit, as its sign and substance. This gift shall be poured out in copious and refreshing showers upon all flesh, Jew and Gentile (Act 10:44; Act 11:17), upon servants and handmaids, the most degraded and despised (Act 2:18). As the result, sons and daughters shall prophesy; dreams to the old and visions to the young; all shall know Divine things clearly. 

Joe .] These manifestations, full of joy to believers, will be menacing to unbelievers. This day of the Lord will be attended by convulsions on earth, prognostications in heaven; to God's children, to all who call upon him, it will be a day of redemption; but these will be a remnant only. Seek to belong to it (Act 2:40).

HOMILETICS

THE NEW DISPENSATION.—Joe 
By a natural transition the prophet rises from the temporal to the spiritual, from showers of rain to the outpouring of the Spirit. One blessing "first" (Joe ), then "afterward" (Joe 2:28) a second and greater blessing. The words have special reference to the new dispensation, the dispensation of the Spirit. There are three distinct features connected together: the outpouring of the Spirit, the judgment upon the ungodly world, and the salvation of a faithful few.

I. The outpouring of the Spirit. "And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh." The outward blessings were typical of extraordinary spiritual blessings. Joel felt the need of spiritual influence, and believed that it would bring true enlightenment. We have not only a supernatural prediction, but a gleam of his own pure spiritual life. 

1. The extent of the communications. "Upon all flesh." It was not to be confined within the narrow bounds of Judea, not limited to one, but extended to all races. It was to be given to the pious and to those deemed incapable of spiritual life. 

(1) Without distinction of sex. "Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy." Not only parents, but children would receive this gift. Four sisters in one family were prophetesses (Act ) The young are capable of Divine teaching, and God has promised to continue his presence and propagate his word from one generation to another. "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord; and great shall be the peace of thy children." 

(2) Without distinction of age. "Your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions." God adapts his grace to the condition of men. The inexperienced and the infirm; extremes in life may possess it. 

(3) Without distinction of rank. "And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids." This was something unexpected and had never been seen before. "Even the slaves," bondsmen and bondswomen, are to share in the gift. The lowest are exalted, and the gospel breaks the fetters of slavery. "Prophecy," said the Jews, "doth not reside except on the wise, and mighty, and rich;" but the poor have the gospel preached unto them. In Christ "there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one." 

2. The form of the communications. "Shall prophesy, dream dreams, and see visions." These were the three modes by which God revealed his will to men in the O. T. days (Num ). They are physical rather than spiritual; do not necessarily involve renovation of moral nature, but are made the symbols of fuller manifestation of miraculous gifts to some, and the outpouring of the Spirit to all. Yet taking into account the effects of this outpouring, we have reason to find a spiritual meaning. The Spirit would burst through every barrier and quicken the energies of life in all classes. Men would have the power to see and apply the truth of God to the facts of human life, past, present, and future. Spiritual light would not be confined to a select few. Dreams and visions should be given to others, and the mysteries of salvation be proclaimed to all nations. By these gifts the Church is founded, the ministry taught, and the Scriptures expounded in all ages. "Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream." 

II. The dreadful judgment. Judgment is connected with the outpouring of the Spirit. When God comes in the majesty of his power heaven and earth quakes. "Each revelation of God prepares the way for another," says an author, "until that last revelation of his love and of his wrath in the great day." "I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth." 

1. In the earth. "Blood and fire, and pillars of smoke." Blood and fire were manifest in the plagues of Egypt, and smoke ascended like the smoke of a smelting-furnace in the descent of Jehovah on Sinai (Exo ). Pillars of cloud roll up from burning towns in times of war (Isa 9:17). 

2. In the heavens. "The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood." The darkening and extinction of the lights of heaven are often mentioned as harbingers of approaching judgment (Isa ; Jer 4:23; Eze 32:1-8; Mat 24:29). The language may be figurative to a certain extent; but strange phenomena in the physical creation have been observed to precede great catastrophes of the moral world. In the judgment on Jerusalem, Josephus tells of physical prodigies, massacres and conflagrations. Humboldt cites cases of remarkable obscuration of the sun, in very eventful years. But whether we understand the words naturally or symbolically, they teach that the judgment day does not come without warning. 

1. Foreseen by God's people. These signs have no terror for them. They call upon God, and find in Him that refuge of which Mount Zion was only a type. 

2. Heeded by the penitent. For among those who do not pray to God, some shall be called from their sins to find peace and security in him. "The remnant whom the Lord shall call." 

3. Neglected by the ungodly. Understood and improved by right-minded persons; unheeded and often despised by enemies of God. Thus there is a gradual process of separation among men, a ripening for "the great and terrible day of the Lord." "Watch ye therefore and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man" (Luk ).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . Pour out my Spirit. Pour out like a rain-fall, or water-fall. The Spirit was not entirely wanting in the nation before this; but the prediction indicates—

1. A greater measure. Not merely drop by drop, but pour out in greater abundance. 

2. A wider extent. Not confined to members of the covenant nation, but upon "all flesh." This a great contrast to Gen . "This word ‘flesh' (bâsâr), as contrasted with ‘the spirit,' denotes human nature so sunk in bondage to its lower elements as to be incapable of spiritual life. But according to Joel, even this impenetrable ‘flesh' is to be penetrated by the Divine Spirit; even the ‘natural man' is to be transformed into ‘a spiritual man;' even the incorrigible are to be recovered to obedience" [Cox].

In those days. This special truth connected with one special time, concerning which he knows little. The prophets sought diligently to know this time (1Pe ). Apostles evidently studied the prophet Joel; but how reluctant was Peter to learn, and how astonished beyond degree that God would pour out his Spirit upon the Gentiles. "It needed," says one, "an express revelation and direct command before he could be persuaded that all flesh meant more than Jewish flesh. So, often all our lives through, we have words in our mouths, and read and hear them, and yet their true, full meaning never strikes us. The truth is familiar to us, it is daily confessed and repeated by rote, but has never reached our hearts; then perhaps at length something wakens us up, and henceforward the truth is a living reality, influencing and moulding our lives" (Joe 2:30-31). Physical phenomena serve—

1. To awaken men's minds from lethargy. They quicken attention and put them into attitudes of fear and expectation. Thus they urge repentance, and provide space for it to those who are induced to profit by them. 

2. To prepare God's people for approaching trouble. They stimulate prayer, hope, and effort. In deliverance from Egypt (Deu ); in the destruction of Jerusalem (Mat 24:29); and before the final judgment, God displays signs and wonders to the joy of his people and the terror of his enemies.

Joe . The terrible day. 

1. Great in its nature. The last day. The end of time and the beginning of eternity. 

2. Great in its design. To give to all their due. Great things will be done. Men judged, angels ranked, and all accounts settled. 

3. Great in its bearings. Great to believers, terrible to unbelievers. Men separated and sent to their own place.

Call upon the name of the Lord. "Implies right faith to call upon him as he is; right trust in him, leaning upon him; right devotion, calling upon him as he has appointed; right life, ourselves who call upon him being, or becoming, by his grace what he wills" [Pusey].

Joe . The gospel dispensation is characterized—

1. By spirituality. 

2. By liberty. 

3. By power. 

4. By expansiveness [Pulpit Analyst].

Shall be saved. 

1. The danger. The word delivered means safety by escape. "Those who should be saved," i.e. those who were escaping from perils imminent and terrible (Act ). The condition of the Church is often desperate; but that of the sinner is more desperate. 

2. The Saviour. "The Lord." None other than Jesus. "For there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved" (Act ; Act 2:36). 

3. The encouragement. 

(1) Whosoever, Jew or Gentile. "Thank God for that whosoever," said an aged person, "for it includes me." 

(2) As the Lord hath said. God has promised to save all that call upon him (Rom ). 

4. The result. Those who are delivered are only a "remnant," a part of the whole. History and Scripture confirm these words. In the flood and destruction of the cities of the plain; in the entrance into Canaan and the return from captivity; in the first preaching of the gospel and the destruction of Jerusalem, a remnant only was saved. One is tempted to ask with the disciples, "Are there few to be saved?" but the answer is, that has nothing to do with you. "Strive ye."

The remnant saved. I. The blessing given. Salvation. Not merely promised, but actually given and cheerfully enjoyed, not in word, but in deed. Human beings redeemed and human nature renewed. II. The source from whence it comes. "In mount Zion and in Jerusalem," i.e. from God himself who dwelt and was worshipped in these places. The Church is the place of safety, and where God may be most easily found. III. The method by which it is secured. 

1. God calls men to him. 

2. Men call upon God in prayer. One description is a counterpart of the other; both go together, one is the human, and the other the Divine side of salvation. Deliverance depends not upon the worshippers alone, but upon God also. Those only are saved whom God calls to himself, and who call upon or choose him to be their God. It is all of grace. God must first call by his grace; then we obey his call, and call upon him; and he has said, "Call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee and thou shalt glorify me." God accounts our salvation his own glory. "The promise is unto you and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 2

Joe . So large a promise naturally awakens inquiry. We ask, "When was it or will it be fulfilled?" Joel expected and saw a fulfilment of it in his day. The people saw God in the ordinances of the sanctuary, but not in the fields and laws of Nature. The beneficent order of Nature was interrupted. This was taken as a judgment, and led to repentance and recognition of God. Were not the same conditions repeated in St Peter's time with the like results? The Jews came up to the temple to worship, but failed to see "God manifest in the flesh." Judgment came upon them. They awoke to a consciousness of their sin, repented, and turned unto the Lord. The Spirit came down upon them, and this new accession of life was a judgment to the men of that generation, trying what manner of spirit they were of, revealing the evil spirit by which they were animated, who opposed themselves to the power and grace of God. None the less may we say, "This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel," in every new crisis of the religious life, in a man, in the race, or in the world. In all ages the same sequence recurs—sin, judgment, repentance, a new spirit, and in this new spirit a new test and criterion to which men are brought, and by which they are either approved or condemned [Samuel Cox].

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-3
CRITICAL NOTES.] For] Explanatory of judgment predicted (ch. Joe ). Those days] Viz. the outpouring of the Spirit, further described by the words "when I shall bring," &c., redemption from distress of every kind; including gathering together of the dispersed, elevation into new and greater glory, exceeding earlier political or spiritual condition. 

Joe . Valley of Jehoshaphat] where confederate foes were overthrown, say some (Psa 83:6-8; 2Ch 20:22-26); others think it is near Jerusalem (cf. Zec 14:4), and the term given to indicate the judgments of God upon the nations there. The ultimate events are still future, and fill up the space between the restoration of the Jews and the second advent of Christ. Plead] Not merely argue against enemies, but deal with them in judgments (Isa 66:16; Eze 38:22). 

Joe . Lots] A common way of dividing captives (Nah 3:10). The harlot was not paid in money, but with a boy; and a girl was of so little value, that they sold her for a drink of wine. This depicts the ignominious treatment of Israel by the enemy. 

HOMILETICS

PUNISHMENT UPON THE PERSECUTORS OF GOD'S PEOPLE.—Joe 
The prophecy from ch. Joe to the end of this book constitutes one whole, embracing the Messianic period, from the day of Pentecost to the final triumph and consummation of the kingdom. The events of the past are framed to describe the revelations of the future. In the second division (ch. Joe 3:1-21) we are introduced to events which issue in the restoration of Israel, which form the crisis of the destiny of the world, and which describe the final conflict of good and evil. Israel, viewed as the representative of God's kingdom, are persecuted by the Gentile nations who are enemies to God. But he will deliver them from oppression and destroy their persecutors.

I. The cruel treatment of God's people. God's people, consecrated to him by covenant, have ever been despised by the world. Ungodly men belong to a system entirely opposed to their spiritual interests, and established upon laws and institutions which resist the authority of God. The indignities done to Israel are specified in the text, and typical of many forms of persecution. 

1. They were robbed of their own land. "And parted my land." All the earth is the Lord's, but he locates his people, and dwells with them in certain places. The land belonged to him as well as the people, and when they cannot defend it, he will assert his rights to it and regain it. The enemy acted on the ancient motto, "Conquer and divide." They parted the land and shared it amongst them. But those that enrich themselves by robbing God's people will be spoiled of their own treasures. Wealth and reputation taken from others will not fit well on ourselves.

Who steals my purse, steals trash;

But he that filches from me my good name,

Robs me of that which not enriches him,

And makes me poor indeed.—

2. They were scattered in other lands. "Whom they have scattered among the nations." God's people were driven by violence into heathen nations and enslaved. The disciples were persecuted and fled from city to city. The early Christians were banished to mines of other countries, and islands of the sea. "In the world ye shall have tribulation." Christ had it, and his people cannot expect any better treatment. Scorn and ridicule, social calumny and religious degradation, cannot be avoided. The good will ever excite the ill, and "all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution." 

3. They were indignantly treated. "They have cast lots for my people," &c. (a) They despised them. Treated them all alike, honourable and dishonourable. They were all worthless, despised, and distributed by lot, a greater indignity than captivity and slavery. To trample on the weak and the fallen is most inhuman. "How unsuitable is it for us, who live only by kindness, to be unkind," says Edwards. "And they cast lots for her honourable men, and all her great men were bound in chains." (b) They sold them as slaves. They were disposed of to slave-dealers at most ridiculous prices. A boy was given instead of money for the hire of a harlot, and a girl was sold for a drink of wine in revelry. This was done by Assyrians, Chaldees, and Romans. Enmity to God and persecution of his people have often been connected with scenes of sensuality. But how barbarous for men to sport with their own species, and prefer a moment's gratification to the permanent interests of men. What inhumanity to subject young, innocent children to extreme hardship and anguish from such base motives! Let us thank God that the horrors of slavery are past, that we live in a land of personal liberty and religious laws. 

II. The punishment of their enemies. "I will gather all nations," &c. God may suffer enemies to prevail for a time, but the year of recompenses will come. God will avenge his own elect. 

1. The time is fixed. "In those days and in that time." The day, the hour may be unknown to us; but they are fixed immutably in the purpose and providence of God. There is a year of the redeemed, an acceptable year for the opening of the prison to them that are bound, for the bringing again of the captivity of Zion (Jer ). 

2. The place is fixed. The valley of Jehoshaphat may mean the valley in which God destroyed the numerous enemies of that prince (2Ch ); or, in allusion to the word (meaning "the Lord hath judged"), it may refer to any scene when God will deal out retribution and execute his enemies. In due time and in some great valley God will punish sinners and reckon with nations for their infamous conduct. God is gathering men now in mysterious ways, will soon plead with them, accuse and condemn them, and "there shall be tribulation, such as there had not been from the beginning of the world." 

3. The reason is assigned. "For my people." God's people are precious in his sight, whatever be their treatment and outward condition in the world. (a) They are his people. They have given themselves to him, and belong entirely to him. Others refuse allegiance and forget God, "but the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance." (b) They are his heritage. He chose Israel as his heritage and peculiar treasure, his portion and treasure above other people (Deu ). When weak and desponding in trial he assured them of his love and defence. The most precious things in the universe are holy people. God claims them for his own, will never permit them to be lost, but will vindicate their cause and redeem them from death. "He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of my eye." "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . I. The sad condition. "Captivity of Judah." The Church is often oppressed and persecuted by enemies, thrown into captivity by backslidings, and bound fast by things of time and sense. The sinner is under the bondage of sin, captivated by lust, and lashed by a guilty conscience. II. The blessed change. "Bring again the captivity." Sins are forgiven, and persecutors are overthrown. God's power redeemed Israel from literal, and God's grace delivers men from spiritual, slavery. III. The time of the change. "In those days and in that time." God has his own times of deliverance. His people should have patience and hope, for they shall not sorrow a day longer than he has purposed. Divine decrees have fixed the time for blessing the Church, and neither Rome nor infidels can hinder the work. "Thou shalt arise and have mercy upon Zion; for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come" (Psa 102:13). IV. The author of the change. "I shall bring again." It is God's work and not man's. He makes, keeps, and saves the Church. He purchased and will defend his people. He will in judgment and in grace destroy the wicked, and bless the righteous. "When the Lord bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad."

Joe . 

1. The assembly. "All nations." 

2. The place. "The valley of Jehoshaphat." 

3. The purpose. I "will plead." 

4. The reason. "For my people." "Here the fate of whole nations is obviously bound up with that of Israel, and is to depend on the relations they have sustained to the people of God" [S. Cox].

Valley. In the days of Joel valleys were the usual fields of "battle," mountainous and wooded country being unfavourable to the movements, tactics, and strategical combinations of ancient military art. Naturally, therefore, the Prophet would select some valley as the arena of the final conflict. But this conflict was also to be a judgment. Was it possible to select a valley whose very name should convey the idea of judgment and of Divine judgment? Yes; close outside the eastern wall of Jerusalem lay a valley, known as the "valley of Jehoshaphat." "Jehoshaphat means, Jehovah judges. Here ready to his hand were the very symbols the Prophet required. The scene of the final conflict and the final judgment would be the valley in which Jehovah judgeth and will judge [S. Cox].

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Joe . Persecution. Oh, if when we oppress and goad our fellow-creatures, we bestowed but one thought upon the dark evidences of human error, which, like dense and heavy clouds, are rising slowly, it is true, but not less surely, to heaven, to pour their after-vengeance on our heads—if we heard but one instant, in imagination, the deep testimony of dead men's voices, which no power can stifle, and no pride can shut out, where would be the injury and injustice, the suffering, misery, cruelty, and wrong, that each day's life brings with it [Dickens]?

Sold a girl for wine. A woman in Glasgow, some time since, in order to gratify her immoderate craving for ardent spirits, was said to have offered her own child for sale as a subject for dissection [Whitecross].



Verses 4-8
CRITICAL NOTES.

Joe . With me] i.e. my people, with whom God identifies himself. Recompense] "If ye injure me" (my people) "in revenge for fancied wrongs" (Eze 25:15-17), "I will requite you in your own coin swiftly and speedily." 

Joe . Taken] Not only plundered the temple and its treasury, but palaces and houses of rich, which always followed conquest of towns (1Ki 14:26; 2Ki 14:14). Your temples] Spoils of war were often hanged up in heathen temples. They spoiled Jehovah's temple and profaned their own. 

Joe . Far] Captive Jews cut off from all hope of return. 

Joe .] The nations repaid by the lex talionis. God's people would regain liberty, and sell their enemies as they had been sold by them. 

HOMILETICS

RIGHTEOUS RECOMPENSE.—Joe 
Before depicting final judgment upon hostile nations of the world, Joel glances at the enmity which the neighbouring peoples displayed towards Israel, and foretells a righteous retribution for sins they had committed against God's people.

I. The sins of which they were guilty. In their idolatries they grievously sinned; but their greatest offence was insult to God and his people. 

1. They sold the people as slaves in captivity. They had scattered them among the nations, and forced them to seek for shelter where they could. (a) It was cruel captivity. They were dispersed and divided for fear of incorporation with the common inhabitants. (b) It was hopeless captivity. "Ye have sold them unto the Grecians that ye might remove them far from their border." By selling their fighting men they would weaken the Jews, and taking them afar would render more hopeless the return to the land they loved. They displayed great malice, were delighted with the distress of the persecuted, and sought to triumph over God himself. Traffic in the souls of men, slave-dealing and men-stealing, is the worst kind of traffic, branded with infamy, and will bring down the curse of Heaven. What has become of American slave-trade, "State rights," and secession? God has broken in pieces the oppressor; and well did Abraham Lincoln say: "This is a world of compensations, and he who would be no slave must consent to have no slave. Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves, and under a just God cannot long retain it." 

2. They plundered the temple and palaces of the land. "Ye have taken my silver and my gold." The vessels of the temple and the treasures of the palace were carried away, and the land treated as conquered territory. The Prophet says my gold. All the wealth bestowed upon Israel and upon us, in the providence of God, belongs to him, and should be recognized as the gift of God (Hos ). If we are his people, what we have we hold from him, and should devote to him. "The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of Hosts" (Hag 2:8). 

3. They profaned the sacred things of God. "And have carried into your temples my goodly pleasant things." They dedicated the spoils to their gods, hung up the vessels of the holy sanctuary on the walls of their temples, and attributed victory over God's people to the power of their idols. The ark was put in the temple of Dagon, the gold and silver adorned Belshazzar's feast, but God maintained his honour, and defended his cause. Robbery itself is most unjust, but when the spoils are consecrated to idolatry, and given to support cruelty and false religion, this will prove most destructive to the worshipper. "He entangleth his soul in the snares of death who resumeth unto a profane use that which is once consecrated unto God," says Bishop Hall. "It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is holy." 

II. Divine recompense upon these sins. "Will ye render a recompense?" &c., indicate that they had no cause to retaliate upon God or his people; that if repayment is the question, God will very speedily settle that for them, and bring back their doings upon their own heads (Isa ). 

1. Retribution is declared. The life as well as the death of his saints is precious in the sight of God. Those who injure them injure him. He will not suffer them to be insulted and enslaved. He will demand an account for them. Suffering and blood cry to Heaven for justice. Martyred saints and God's captives will not be forgotten. He will honour, spare, and avenge them. "When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the humble." 

2. Retribution in kind. "And I will sell your sons and your daughters into the land," &c. As they had sold and scattered the Jews, so they would "be paid back in their own coin;" they in turn would be sold by the Jews. Here we have the true lex talionis. The rod which men make to smite others, shall smite themselves. "Curses are like young chickens, they always come home to roost." "As he loveth cursing, so let it come to him" (Psa ). Dogs licked the blood of Ahab in the vineyard of Naboth. The evil deeds of persecutors will fall upon themselves in this world, or that which is to come. "His mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing upon his own pate." 

3. Retribution with certainty. "For the Lord hath spoken it." This was fulfilled in the time of Alexander the Great and his successors, when Jewish prisoners were set at liberty, and Phœnician territories were under Jewish sway. Sooner or later retribution will come, and there is no escape. No idols can deliver them. The inhabitants of Tyre chained their gods, that they might not forsake them when besieged by Alexander, but the word was spoken, and the city is no more. 

4. Retribution with speed. "Swiftly and speedily will I return your recompense." God threatens these piratical slave-dealers with the vengeance of their captives, whom he redeems. When they pride themselves in triumph and forgetfulness, a sudden change shall come. With ease and speed God will send the punishment and "judge his people." God seems to delay, but at length unexpectedly does he surprise men. And when once he begins, he hastens on and makes short work in the execution of his judgments. "According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay fury to his adversaries, recompense to his enemies."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . What have ye to do with me? 

1. The words and also show that there is something additional to the deeds of those spoken of before. Those instanced before were great oppressors, such as dispersed the former people of God, and divided their land. In addition to these, God condemns here another class, those who, without having power to destroy, harass and vex his heritage. 

2. The words, what are ye to me? are like that other phrase (Jos ; Mat 8:29), what is there to thee and me? i.e. what have we in common? 

3. These words, what are ye to me? also declare that those nations had no part in God. God accounts them aliens. What are ye to me? Nothing. 

4. But the words convey, besides, that they would have to do with God for harassing his people without cause. They obtruded themselves, as it were, upon God and his judgments; they challenged God; they thrust themselves in, to their destruction, where they had no great temptation to meddle, nothing but inbred malice to impel them. They stand among the most inveterate and unprovoked enemies of God and his people [Pusey].

Joe . I will raise. I. Deliverance of God's people. Though carried far away and put under grievous bondage, God will gather them again. Neither former judgment nor present distress shall hinder. Though like men asleep, he will raise or awake them, as the word imports. Though their condition be hopeless as the dead, he can deliver them (Eze 37:11-12). The might of the foe and the wonderfulness of the promise should not impede our faith. "Behold, I will raise." II. Destruction of God's enemies. "I will return your recompense." 

1. The agent. God himself, not chance, nor mere change of circumstances. "I will sell." 

2. The instrument. The Church, the people themselves who were persecuted. What wisdom, power, and providence! 

3. The measure. God repaid in the same proportion which they gave to his people. The guilt of these nations was great, beyond ordinary persecution, hence the retribution severe, and in kind upon their own heads. History confirms the fact that men get back what they give to others, (a) in quality, good or bad; (b) in quantity, so much, whatever the measure may be. "For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again."

Retributive judgment. I. Often given by men. In society men reap as they sow. Kindness begets love, and cruelty begets hatred. The suspicious are suspected, the dishonest robbed, and the tyrants in turn led into captivity. "There is an important element," says a writer, "of the judicial action of God in the retributive instincts of men. It is one of his ways of bringing the self-conceited and the censorious to his bar. He whose hand or tongue is against every man, need not wonder that Divine providence should so balance the scales of justice, that every man's hand or tongue will be ultimately against him. He reaps what he sows." II. Always administered by God. "The Lord hath spoken it." All retribution comes from him, given by men or laws of nature. In the present it is true—"With the merciful, thou wilt show thyself merciful; with an upright man, thou wilt show thyself upright; with the pure, thou wilt show thyself pure; with the froward, thou wilt show thyself froward." But the Bible predicts a retribution, most just, adequate, and terrible. The innocent will then be cleared, and the persecutor condemned.

Oh! blind to truth and God's whole scheme below,

Who fancy bliss to vice, to virtue woe.

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Joe . Retribution. Society is like the echoing hills. It gives back to the speaker his words, groan for groan, song for song. Wouldest thou have thy social scenes to resound with music? then speak ever in the melodious strains of truth and love. "With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again" [Dr Thomas].



Verses 9-12
CRITICAL NOTES.

Joe .] A call to war (Eze 38:7). Prepare] Lit. sanctify, for heathen war began with religious ceremonies (Jer 6:4; 1Sa 7:8-9). Wake up] Arouse the heroes from sleep; forge tools of peaceful agriculture into weapons, and the weakest must be a hero. 

Joe . Assemble] Hasten, quickly as possible meet together. 

Joe . Wakened] Not now to war with God and his people, but to be judged (Isa 2:4; Psa 110:6). 

HOMILETICS

THE HOLY WAR.—Joe 
God is now about to execute the sentence, and all nations are summoned together. At God's command, yet of their own accord, they assemble in the valley of Jehoshaphat, to receive righteous retribution.

I. The solemn preparation. "Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles." The combatants are mighty, and the results will be decisive. Every preparation is needful for this moral warfare. 

1. This warfare is moral. "Prepare, i.e. sanctify, war." It is a holy war, a crusade between good and evil. Not like those in which the pilgrims of Europe sought to rescue the holy sepulchre from the hands of infidel Turks. God's people and God's enemies are in battle-array. Moral powers and evil principles are engaged in mortal contest; the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light are striving for dominion. "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." 

2. This warfare is close. "Let all the men of war draw near." The armies are not spectators, nor do they stand afar off, daring and defying one another, like Israel and the Philistines did (1Sa ), and the Turks and the Christians in the reign of Baldwin II., king of Jerusalem. They "come up" into close quarters, and fight for life. The enemy is bold, comes up into the very presence of God, and insults his people. We must not hesitate nor fear. "Into the ranks of the enemy," cried a general, on the field of battle. Stand still, and you are overcome; fight, and you conquer. "Quit yourselves like men, and fight." 

3. This warfare is urgent. "Assemble yourselves and come." The nations must hasten and come speedily. All "round about" must gather themselves together, and draw closer and closer in the contest. Christian life is urgent and important. The gospel demands immediate and earnest decision for God. There must be no delay. Judgment delays not. "Now is the accepted time." 

4. This warfare demands sacrifice. "Beat your ploughshares into swords," &c. The tools of peaceful agriculture must be forged into weapons of war, the reverse of the time when instruments of war will be turned into implements of agriculture (Isa ; Mic 4:3). All was unsettled; the means of subsistence and the care of health were to give way to war. In spiritual warfare, ease and pleasure, sin and the world, must be given up. All must be equipped. The aim is not temporary; it requires a weapon and strength to use it. "He that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one." God has provided a complete armour in which he must fight, and by which alone he can triumph. The self-willed, who fight in their own way, and with their own weapons, will never conquer. "Put on, therefore, the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand." 

II. The mighty hosts. "Come, all ye heathen." "Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision." 

1. A universal gathering. "All nations." Not simply all the heathens, but all nations of the world are concerned in this warfare, and will stand before the throne of God at last. All the generations of men, innumerable angels will appear before the Great Judge. Our Lord directs our attention to this very thought of Joel. "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels, with him, then shall he sit on the throne of his glory, and before him shall be gathered all nations." 

2. An imposing gathering. "Wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near." Heroes, men of valour and experience, will be there, and, like Homer's gods, engaged in the conflict. The Great God who calls it, the solemn purpose for which it is called, and the method of dealing with it, will make that assembly most awful. The Judge will be clothed in majesty and terror. Angels and millions of the human race will stand before the great tribunal. The splendour of the great white throne will eclipse the sun.

No sun had e'er dawned on

So fearful a day,

No trumpet had marshalled

So dread an array.

3. An enthusiastic gathering. The whole nations are seized with warlike enthusiasm, and rise from slumber at the summons. Even "the weak" one must "say, I am strong." None, however apparently unfit, was to be spared, and none left behind. Inspired with ardour, and drawn by numbers, they gather "to the battle of that great day of God Almighty" (Rev ; Rev 20:8). 

III. The great defeat. Ostensibly the nations assemble to destroy God's people, but are overcome themselves. God sits upon the throne to judge "the heathen round about." The conflict is instigated by the very parties whose doom is settled for ever. 

1. Their resistance was in vain. Let the mighty men "wake up" to gather their resources and strengthen their ranks, all is futile. Men may resolve, and eagerly undertake opposition to God, but they will be disappointed. "The heathen rage," but their rage displays their folly. God is omnipotent, and can overcome the mightiest hero. "The people imagine a vain thing," for "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision." 

2. Their overthrow was great. There was not mere failure, but terrible disaster. God's mighty ones came down, the powers of nature robed themselves in opposition, the sentence was passed, and execution followed. The purpose was defeated, and those who mustered for victory were overthrown with disgrace. Popery has hastened its downfall, by trying to break the power of Protestantism. The French were crushed in their efforts to destroy the political influence of Germany. Those who fight against God, despite imperial strength, will be broken in pieces. The ruin of sinners will be eternal if God shall smite them. "Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye of far countries: gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces." (Isa .)

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Joe . Here, as in other respects, the predictions and promises are but partially fulfilled in the literal Israel. Their real accomplishment, their awful completion, will be when Zion's King comes in glory and majesty, with a rod of iron, to dash in pieces the great antichristian confederacy of kings and peoples, and to take possession of his long-promised and dearly-bought inheritance. The signs of the times seem to indicate that the coming of the Lord draws nigh.



Verses 13-16
CRITICAL NOTES.

Joe .] The judgment compared to a double figure. 

Joe .] A description of the streaming of nations into the valley of judgment. Multitudes, multitudes] Heb. immense multitudes; akin to our hum, noisy crowds (2Ki 3:16). 

Joe .] Dreadful commotions will happen before that day. Out of Zion Jehovah will destroy his enemies, protect his people, and purify his sanctuary. 

THE TERRIBLE OVERTHROW.—Joe 
The prophet earnestly besought God to call his "mighty ones" in the final scene. God responds, brings his messengers, and bids them put in the sickle, for all things, good and evil, are ready for judgment. Three things are to be noted in the description of this judgment.

I. It is a moral result. As ripe corn is ready for harvest, and full vats and winepresses for treading out, so men prepare for judgment. 

1. Sin ripens men for destruction. It unfits the soul for the enjoyment of God, creates many horrors and foretastes of hell, and renders men ready for destruction. 

2. Holiness ripens men for glory. It fits the soul for the society of the blessed, makes meet for the heavenly inheritance, and will be consummated in God's presence. Thus judgment is only a harvest for which men are ripening in the present life. The wicked are filling up the measure of their iniquity (Gen ); the righteous are reserved for degrees of holiness which will perfect their character (Eph 4:7-13). Both will reap as they sow. "For whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." 

II. It is universal. The prophet seems amazed at the great throng assembling together. "Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of decision." It is one living, surging mass, an innumerable army, rushing blindly on to their own destruction. Or, to take the figure of the text, vast numbers are ripe for judgment. Angels and wicked spirits, good men and bad, will be present. None will be forgotten, none can escape. "We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ." 

III. It is awful. It is attended and followed by convulsions, in which the framework of society shall be shaken, and by symbolic signs in heaven and earth. Countless multitudes assemble in the valley, the heavens above darken with the frown, and the earth beneath trembles at the thunder of God. "The wickedness" of men "is great," and ripe for harvest. The day of judgment, the day of decision and separation, has come. The grain must be gathered into the garner, and the wine into the vats; the worthless chaff consumed, and the wheat preserved. "Thrust in thy sickle and reap; for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe" (Rev ).

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . May be taken literally as a harvest sermon, in proving 

(1) the power, 

(2) the providence, and 

(3) the goodness of God. We think nothing of God's mercy, because the effects of it are common. How faithful to the promise, "While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest," &c. Every harvest should remind us of the truth of God. The harvest a type of final judgment, I. The ripening process The righteous and the wicked, growing together like tares and wheat for their proper end. II. The state of maturity. 

1. Wilful ignorance, sin against conviction, and total insensibility, in some. 

2. Growing likeness to Christ, and sincere desire to be with him, in others. III. The reaping. Not before the corn is ripe, is the sickle put in. There are stages of growth in sin and grace. In gradual law and due season judgment comes. Every act and every day promotes maturity. "The harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels."

Consider the text as addressed—First, to ministers of the Word. We are allowed such an application. "The harvest truly is plenteous," &c. Means of usefulness and opportunities are intended by harvest; by labourers, those whose office it is to make use of them. When the grain is ripe, if not gathered in, it is liable to perish. The season for saving it is short and uncertain. Men therefore forego ease, and endure fatigue, to secure it. What is the safety of grain to the salvation of souls! How many destroyed for lack of knowledge! We have religious freedom, means and opportunities for doing good. There are loud calls to preachers, parents, and Christians generally. But the time for work will not continue. "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do," &c. Secondly, as addressed to public judgments. The people spoken of were ripe for ruin. So with the Canaanites, when their iniquity was full, and Joshua and his army were the reapers. So with the Jews, when Nebuchadnezzar was called to punish and the Romans to destroy them. So with many nations and communities since. We have reason for apprehension if we estimate our condition by our guilt, and our guilt by our privileges. God is never at a loss for instruments. Hearts, events, elements, are all his; but threatenings are mercifully conditional. "If that nation against whom I have pronounced turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil I thought to do them." Thirdly, as addressed to the messengers of death—accidents, diseases, whatever can bring us to the grave. This regards individuals. We know our own destiny, whatever be that of nations. It is appointed unto each once to die. But when men are ripe it is not easy to decide. It is certain that sin ripens for hell, but the most grossly and openly vicious are not always the most guilty before God. It is wise to keep from every approximation to such a dreadful state. Surely when a man is insensible under the word; incorrigible under the rebukes of providence; when conscience ceases to reprove, and he can turn Divine things into ridicule, he must be "nigh unto cursing." Holiness ripens for glory, but when matured and meet for it we cannot ascertain. We should think favourably of one dissatisfied with himself, and who esteemed the Lord Jesus; who was anxious to resemble him and trusted to him in all things. But God knows them that are his; chooses the proper time for removing them; the wheat for the barn, and the chaff for the burning. But the end of all things is at hand. Fourthly, God thus addresses his angels at the last day. We are sure of the event if ignorant of the period. Then cometh the end; his purposes will be accomplished, his promises and threatenings verified, and all will be ripe. Time will be no longer. The earth will be cleared of all the produce, and the fields in which it grew will be destroyed. "Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless" [Jay].

Joe . The day of the Lord. 

1. Near; comes suddenly, and may find many unprepared. 

2. Decisive; cannot be repeated. Every one's doom will be fixed, and the struggle between Satan and God end. "The valley of decision."

Joe . The different aspects of the day to men. I. A terror to God's enemies. "The Lord shall roar." Now he speaks in mercy, then his terrible voice will be like a roaring lion (Isa 42:13-14; Jer 25:30; Amo 1:2). II. A hope to God's people. The material universe may be destroyed, but God will be the refuge of his people. "Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his God" (Psa 146:5; Jer 14:8; Jer 17:7).

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Joe . Judgment day. Spencer says that two soldiers entered the valley of Jehoshaphat, when one of them said, "In this place shall be the general judgment, and I will now take my place where I shall then sit." He then sat down upon a stone, and looked up to heaven as if to receive his sentence; when such dismay overwhelmed him, that he fell to the earth trembling, and ever after remembered the day of judgment with horror.

Joe . How sublime is this description! How should we adore the God before whom the unconscious earth and sky do reverence, and act as if they knew their Maker! Though the solid world is convulsed at God's presence, saints do not fear. God is their refuge and strength (Psa 46:1). The enemy will be destroyed, but the Church shall be saved. "She shall not be removed; God shall help her."

The heavens and earth shall pass away,

And be to dissolution brought,

But Zion's strength shall ne'er decay,

For her Redeemer changeth not.



Verse 17
CRITICAL NOTES.

Joe .] Dreadful commotions will happen before that day. Out of Zion Jehovah will destroy his enemies, protect his people, and purify his sanctuary. 

HOMILETICS

THE UNPROFANED CITY.—Joe 
The scenes which now follow lie beyond the bounds of time. To the trembling universe and the terrors of judgment there succeeds "a kingdom which cannot be moved." God will dwell with his people. Zion will become a holy mount, a sanctuary no more profaned by alien and unrighteous feet. As a description of heaven, the text sets forth:—

I. Its distinguished glory. "I am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion." 

1. It is the residence of God. God dwelt with man in Eden; but sin drove man from God's presence. The tabernacle and the temple were the house of God; but the symbols of the one and the glory of the other have departed. These were only figures of the true residence. Heaven is "the palace of the great King," the pavilion of his splendour, and the place where his honour dwelleth. The Elysian fields of Paganism, and the Paradise of Mohammedanism, were cold and revolting; but "glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God." 

2. It is the permanent residence of God. "God dwelling in Zion." "Permanency adds bliss to bliss," says the poet. Fellowship with God on earth is short, and often interrupted. In heaven he will dwell for ever with his people. It is this which makes heaven itself. What would be all its glory and company without the presence of God? Could the angels and the harps be a substitute for him? O blissful thought, to be "for ever with the Lord," in the "city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem."

Come, join our wing, and we will guide the flight,

To mysteries of everlasting bliss,

The tree and fount of bliss, the eternal throne,

And presence-chamber of the King of kings.

II. Its happy citizens. "So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God." 

1. They are enriched. God is their portion. In heaven there will be access to the most holy, and residence with the most dignified society. Patriarchs and prophets, apostles and martyrs, will be there, but the presence of Christ will be "unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory." Your God, as much your own as if possessed by none besides, filling all with gladness, and fully possessed and enjoyed by each. "Thou art my portion, O Lord." 

2. They are intelligent. God is known to be their God. He is not simply with them, but known, seen to be with them. It is a personal, experimental, pre-eminent, and perfect knowledge. We know but little here, and that superficially. "But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away." In heaven the mental powers will be glorified, study will be a delight, and knowledge will be acquired in direct converse with the objects of knowledge. We shall know by experience, by sight, face to face, what we only believe now. "We see through a glass darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know as also I am known." 

3. They are holy. The place is God's "holy mount," and none can enter it but those who are holy. Only those who awake in his likeness will behold his face in righteousness. "Without holiness no man shall see the Lord." Heaven would be hell to the alienated heart, the unrenewed sinner; but "blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." To see God and be like him is the earnest desire of God's people. This desire will be gratified in his "holy mount." And if the glad smile of a friend begets joy in the heart, how will the light of God's countenance quicken souls in heaven to a sense of his love! As the light of the sun transcribes its joyous image upon one who contemplates it, so the holiness which beams from the presence of God will purify those upon whom it shines. "One sight of his glorious majesty," says one, "presently subdues and works the soul to a full subjection. One sight of his purity makes it pure. One sight of his loveliness turns it into love." The saints thus become assimilated to God, whom they perpetually love and adore. "We shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is." 

III. Its eternal security. "And there shall no strangers pass through her any more." Mount Zion, literally and spiritually, was a place of beauty and stability. "And he built his sanctuary like high palaces, like the earth which he hath established for ever." 

1. No foe to fear. There will be no enemy to encounter. Death and hell will be overcome. Its possessors will never be subdued and taken captive. "The wicked shall no more pass through thee" (Nah ). "In that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts." 

2. Nothing to defile. Profane nations and ungodly men can never enter. There is nothing in heavenly blessedness compared to its moral and holy character. There will be nothing to defile, or capable of being defiled. Not an act, word, or look will be contaminated by evil. "There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever maketh a lie; but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life." 

3. Nothing to corrupt nor decay. The locust and caterpillar will not destroy. The worm will not devour the heart of ripening fruit. "The sun shall not smite by day, nor the moon by night." On earth, everything is subject to vicissitude and decay; but the joys of heaven are abiding and secure. "Where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal." This inheritance will never wear and waste under the gnawing influence of time, nor be destroyed by the constant friction of disturbing forces. It is "an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you."

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Many take the words as a description of Zion in the millennium. The metropolis of a converted world. 

1. Its grandeur. God will dwell there. 

2. Its sanctity. "Then shall Jerusalem be holy." 

3. Its security. 

4. Its perpetuity. It will be the scene of delightful privileges and blessings. It will be invested with absolute and inviolable safety. It will possess renown and empire throughout the whole world.

This heavenly city, where Christ's throne is, is called Zion, because there all the expectations which the O. T. saints connected with the earthly Zion will be fulfilled, and because, also, there everything which the Jews associated with the shadowy picture of the earthly Zion is for ever perfected in a glorious actualization. From thence God's gracious kingdom, in all directions, is supplied, preserved, sanctified, and built up by blessings and gifts. For this reason that place is called, in the Epistle to the Galatians, Jerusalem, which is above and free, the mother of all his believing children, the true and eternal metropolis of Christendom [Harbaugh].

The words prove—

1. That interest in God is the ground of encouragement to the Church. 2. That interest in God is sweetened by God's gracious presence with his people. 

3. That interest in God is confirmed by experimental knowledge. "They shall know" (1Co ). 

4. That interest in God is evidenced by holy life. Sanctification is the fruit and end of God's presence (Psa ).



Verses 18-21
CRITICAL NOTES.

Joe .] After judgment upon all nations, the land of Jehovah shall overflow with Divine blessings; but the seat of the world will become barren waste. Drop] Poetic for great fertility, happy times and plenty. Valley of Shittim] Even the arid desert shall be fertilized with blessings from Jerusalem (Zec 14:8; Rev 22:2). 

Joe . Egypt and Edom] Both remarkable for enmity to Jews and emblems of enemies to God's people. They have been desolate for centuries (Isa 19:1; Jer 49:17; Oba 1:10). 

Joe . Dwell] Abide; the true Church shall never be destroyed, but all false, persecuting people will be annihilated (Amo 9:15). 

Joe . Cleanse] Wipe away blood-guiltiness, the climax of her sin, and for long not purged away, but visited with judgment. Amid extraordinary manifestations of wrath in the destruction of the wicked, Israel will be saved, and learn anew that Jehovah is their holy God and King.

HOMILETICS

THE NEW WORLD.—Joe 
In these verses, says Lowth, "either the times of the Messiah are described, or we have a description of Jerusalem after its final restoration, when a golden age shall commence among its inhabitants, and when the knowledge of God and his Christ shall a second time be widely diffused from it."

I. The scene of manifold blessings. These blessings are predicted under significant figures. "The mountains drop down new wine and the hills flow with milk" in rich abundance. Divine influences will attend the preaching of the word, converts shall rapidly increase in number and fruitfulness, the ordinances of religion shall water the land and make it exceedingly productive. "All the rivers of Judah" shall make glad this world of beauty, and streams of pure water shall quench the thirst and quicken the virtues of its people. 

II. The abode of perfect happiness. 

1. Freedom from foes. Inveterate enemies, as Egypt and Edom, will be destroyed. All opposition, violence, and cruelty to God's people will be at an end. They shall be free from injury and perpetuated to the end of time. 

2. Freedom from barrenness. "A fountain shall come forth of the house of the Lord" to fertilize the most unproductive regions. Temporal blessings shall be accompanied with spiritual blessings without stint or measure. The vivifying and refreshing waters of life shall flow from Christ to bless the capital and the world. "And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be" (Zec ). 

III. The residence of righteous people. The inhabitants will be purged and cleansed from sin. Pollution in general shall be wiped away. Special sins, such as shedding innocent blood, shall be forgiven. Knowledge shall spread, and every one shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest. There will be new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. No strangers will defile nor disturb the peace and prosperity of these happy regions. God will dwell and make his Church a fit residence for his presence and praise. In his presence will be fulness of joy, and at his right hand pleasures for evermore. Seek to be numbered with the saints in glory. While on earth prepare for this glorious era. Help it on by daily effort and incessant prayer.

Teach us in watchfulness and prayer

To wait for the appointed hour;

And fit us by thy grace to share

The triumphs of thy conquering power.

HOMILETIC HINTS AND OUTLINES

Joe . The glorious fountain. I. Its source. "The house of the Lord." All springs of grace, comfort, and glory are in God. These blessings take their rise in the sanctuary, like the waters of Ezekiel (Eze 47:1), or those from under the threshold of the temple. The ordinances of God's house are like fountains of joy and refreshment to thirsty souls. II. Its abundance. It is a fountain, not a mere spring. An abundance to fill all the rivers, lit. channels of Judah. Rivers of living water flow from the Spirit (Joh 7:38). There is no scarcity of gospel blessings to sinners and saints. III. Its fertility. It creates fertility in the king's gardens (2Ki 25:4; Jer 39:4). The waters in Christ vivify and refresh the barren spots in the Church. Valleys of Shittim, arid deserts, shall be fruitful. "There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most High" (Psa 46:4).

Or if Zion's hill

Delight thee more, or Siloa's fount that flowed

Hard by the oracle of God, I thence

Invoke thine aid to my adventurous song.

Joe . 

1. The desolation. In contrast to the fruitfulness of the Church, the curse falls upon open enemies and treacherous friends. The low condition of Egypt and Edom for centuries proves the truth of this prediction (Isa ; Jer 49:17). So at the second coming of Christ all foes of Israel typified by these nations shall be destroyed. 

2. The cause of the desolation. (a) Violence to God's people (Eze ). (b) Shedding innocent blood. How highly does God esteem the death of his people, the blood of the faithful. The warning is repeated time after time to deter nations from the danger. In every place where his cause and crown have been disregarded ruin has followed. Sin blights nations, destroys their palaces, and desolates their land. "Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth." "The three words of Joel, Egypt shall become desolation, are more comprehensive than any prophecy, except those by Ezekiel. They foretell that abiding condition, not only by force of the words, but by the contrast with an abiding condition of bliss. The words say, not only ‘it shall be desolated,' as by a passing scourge sweeping over it, but it shall ‘itself pass over into that state;' it shall become what it had not been; and this in contrast with the abiding condition of God's people. The contrast is like that of the Psalmist (Psa 107:33-35). Judah should overflow with blessing, and the streams of God's grace should pass beyond its bounds, and carry fruitfulness to what now was dry and barren. But what should reject his grace should be itself rejected" [Pusey].

Joe . The perpetuity of the Church. Egypt and Edom, all enemies of God, will come to an end. But the gates of hell shall not prevail against her. No enemy can destroy, no ages consume her. She knows no injury, nor decay. The Church of God shall abide in him and by him on earth, and shall dwell with him for ever.

Joe . This verse has been interpreted in various ways. God would cleanse, or pronounce the blood which had been shed by the enemies to be innocent. This cleansing or sentence would be accomplished by punishing those who shed it. "I will exact full atonement of their enemies for all their oppressions and violence." Or the meaning may be, "I will blot out their own transgressions, so far as these have not already been purged away." In one case, the principle is that guilt cannot be cleansed without complete satisfaction. In the other, that security with God can only be enjoyed by removal of all transgression. Hence peace and security with God by atonement for guilt. 

1. To the sinner. Guilt must be removed, justice satisfied, and everything taken away which renders him unfit for God's presence. Without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. 

2. To the Church. The security and happiness of the Church depend upon God's presence. God will not dwell with a worldly people. "Holiness becometh thine house, O Lord, for ever." God will not dwell with evil, nor will he tolerate it in the believer, or in his house. Only when cleansed from blood are we fit for the dwelling of the Holy God and King.

The crown and seal. For the Lord dwelleth in Zion. 

1. To sanctify. 

2. To be praised. 

3. To defend. "And the nam of the city from that day shall be, The Lord is there" (Eze )

The Church has all her foes defied,

And laughed to scorn their rage;

E'en thus for aye, she shall abide

Secure from age to age.

HOMILETICS

THE FINAL SCENE.—Joe 

The whole of this chapter may be summed up into two parts, of unequal length and graphic description.

I. God's judgment upon the nations. Joe . 

1. The verdict pronounced in time and place with its nature and ground (Joe ). 

2. The sentence executed (Joe ). The call to hear it (Joe 3:9-11); the throne from which it is given (Joe 3:11-12); and the dreadful overthrow which it specifies (Joe 3:13-16). 

II. The final glory of God's kingdom. Joe . 

1. The presence of God in it (Joe ). 

2. Its abundant blessings (Joe ). 

3. Its perpetual blessedness (Joe ). This is contrasted with the destruction of its enemies, and all that oppress its subjects. "In fine," says a writer, "the closing chapter of Joel's prophecy is a brief apocalypse, cast in the forms of Hebrew thought and story indeed, and only dimly bodied out, yet setting forth, in language which even the Jews could not and do not mistake, the terrors of the last judgment, the issue of the time long struggle of good with evil, and the golden age of peace and fruitful service, which is to succeed to the conflicts and storms of time."

ILLUSTRATIONS TO CHAPTER 3

Joe . A French traveller thus describes this desolation—"Instead of those ancient cultivated and fertile plains, one only finds, here and there, canals filled up, or cut in two, whose numerous ramifications, crossing each other in every direction, exhibit only some scarcely distinguishable traces of a system of irrigation: instead of those villages and populous cities, one sees only masses of bare and arid ruins, remnants of ancient habitations reduced to ashes; lastly, one finds only lagoons, miry and pestilential, or sterile sands, which extend themselves, and unceasingly invade a land, which the industry of man had gained from the desert and the sea."

Joe . The human mind has ever conceived a reward for the righteous and punishment for the wicked in a future state. Heaven is all the more resplendent by contrast with the dark back-ground of another state.

If there's a Power above us

(And that there is, all Nature cries aloud,

Through all her works), He must delight in virtue,

And they, whom he delights in, must be happy.

